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MRS. MARY ANN CLARKE. 



'-C^HASTlTYhas ever been -ctedmed the'int)st ex- * 

alted* female virtne— ^the jewel which alone elevated 
Y ' its possesuor ia'the estimation of society, and the 
absence of which renders woman stigmatized, de- 

ft 

graded^ and worthless. Every roan is willing to 
subscribe to tliis in theory: but it is continually 
opposed by practical contradiction; for we daily 
.^':find inStaiiees of women whose incontinence has 
be^ ' the most glaring and the most disgusting to 
lanly delicacy, commanding the adoration, and 
xonS&tutiug the felicity of the n^p^^iS^dt^d charac 
Vters. This is a consideration %^ich oughiitd4 to be 

. « - ^ 
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passed oTcr lightly. If chastity be of siich inestu 
mablc Talue as thatirhich w^e attach to it in theory, 
let not all the blandishments of /ortane, talent, 
beauty, and polished manners, gireto a worthless ob<« 
ject power oyer our hearts and understandings: on 
the other hand, if it be not ; if it be of so little con- 
sequence in the way of fixing regard, then let not 
female frailty, nnyarnished by those acquisitions and 
accomplishments, degrade the victim of error be- 
neath her true rank and level in society. This op- 
position between theory and practice ought not to be 
4)as^ed over without thought. The moment a female 
deviates from the path of rectitude, or rather the mo- 
ment she commits an act of incontinence, she is cal- 
led worthless, and often infamous,; but look at the 
conduct of those men, who are continually in the 
habit of tiiir owing these censures, and what sort of a 
picture does it offer to our contemplation ? Whilst 
frigid unalluring chasti ty-^ — cold conjugal fidelity, sits 
moping in neglect and solitude, unable to fix the 
faithless wanderer, the fascinating prostitute wares 
her wand like asorcefess, draws him within the ma- 
^e circle o* pleasure; ^md moral duty^ domestic 
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affection, with' eyery tie that cements society, is 
swallowed up in sensual indulgence. 

^' The web of our life is of a mingled yam.** 
There is no character so tIcIous as not to possess 
some portion of virtue; nor, on the other hand, is 
there any yirltue but what is sufficiently tempered 
with human imperfection. The woman of un- 
tainted character will often be found infected with 
pride and envy, sometimes prone to detraction, with- 
out feeling for misfortune, or mercy for human 
frailty; while on the other hand, the courtesan 
may often be found possessing a heart replete wkh 
the milk of human kindness, and ^^ a hand, open as 
the day to melting charity." These considerations 
candour demands of us in entering upon an under- 
taking like the present ; but though, whilst contem- 
plating the character of her who forms the subject 
of these ^lemoirs, we would make every fair al- 
lowance for those failings which are but too conspi- 
cuous in her character, we must give the cause of 
morality fair play; we must observe that the reign 
of vice appears to be short and uncertain^ affording 
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no pleftsnre in retrospect^ leatiog no^iiiug behind 
which can serve as^ a prop to the fiiiiid lil the hour 
of calamity, while, on the contrary, virtuous self- 
denial, gWes a true yeMihof life, and will, at every 

I 

period of existenee, prove < a source of cheerkig re- 
flection. Woman cotties from the band of her 
Maker impressed with a delicacy of feeling, vrhidh^ 
'When once obliterated, the charm is gone which re- 
gulated the whole .moi^al character. When the 
^ ^ bonds of early affection hkre been 'broken, no at- 
ta6htnent is found in'which the heart has any con- 
cern. 'Pleasure' and parade are the only^ohjects " 6f 
prirsttit-'-Life is >passed In satiety, and teminated 
in laoguor, disappoiiitD^Ht, and disgust. 

Amidst thnes of ^most portentous aspect, 'when 
political topics 6f the utmost tmpottance to the 
cause of tEnrope a^tatM the' pnbUcnxfaid, aad fixed 
"general attention, a- fewdle of olwetite oirigln ^starts ' 
ailat'once into notoriety, -lawd the ^fete of armiee^ 
'the Masters of war, •ftnd thetdomilal of kingdcmis^ 
are all put to 'flight by i!ie interest M^hith the -^x- 
\cites. %er eharaotertaiiild eoindttc tare tile 4}tc»ie «f 
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e?cry tongue, and ereTy circumstance of her life is 
enquired into<^th the most eager curiosity*. We 
haye no iDtentIoii4n:the course of the present work 
to enter into a dijBCutsion of tliose importaat ques- 
tions rrelatitre tp the allejdged existence of dangerous 
abttsesT'in the -military department of the state^ that 
have form<^ the basis of that enquiry Mrhich, caJJed 
QVLX heroine into notice — these have be^ so amply 
sifted soid diseassed by members of parliamrat and 
the prints of - the day, that for auy single indlTldual 
to pronounce an opinion upon the guilt or iouoceocQ 
of the illustrious personage who has been the object 
of. the^enqulry, would be, in some degree, aa in. 
suit to the un4erstaDding of a British public. Thi» 
n a subject upon whrich every one will fblnk and de« 
cide for himself. If his Royal Ilighnesa the Odke 
qi York be guilty, of what ha» been urged against 
l)im, all the efforts of legal ingenuity exerted and 
combined iti his favour will only enlarge the features, 
oi moral turpitude, and render them more odious and 
diagusting. On the contrary, if he be really inno- 
cent, .if he be as hia friends would represent him^ 
no- more than the rleiim of popular clamouir, th^t- 

S3 
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popular clamour, like the Icflc blast, -vrill soon pass 
by, and history ^ ill -do justice to his character. 
Neither is it our intention to bring the character of 
the Royal Duke to the bar of religion and Tirtue. 
Rigid morality is more to be wished for than ex- 
pected in this Q;ge of luxury and dissipation, and 
were erery man to be publidy exposed^ who some, 
times deserts his home to revel in the arms of a 
mistress, the Duke might say to many of his ac- 
cusers, ^^ Let him. that is without sin amongst .yon 
cast the first stone." 

The connection of His Royal Highness with Mrs. 
Clarke has been stigmatised as a double adultery ; 
but ihh is in our opinion straining morality too far. 
There are none of the odious and detestable features of 
that toQ fashionable Tice to be discovered in the con« 
nection we are speaking of; he entered not the man- 
siou of domestic felicity and employed seduetive arts 
to^alienate the affections of a faithful wife ; he found 
her separated from a husband whom she seems to have 
formed a determination never to cohabit with ii;ain : 
it is true, by the laws of the country, she was bound 
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to another man, but what human laws can fetter tho 
will of a woman ? His Royal Highness found IVIrs. 
Clarke llterallf <^ a loose Jishj*^ an enterpruiug ad. 
Yeutaress in the field of gallantry, consequently as 
fair an object of his attention as that of any other 
indlTidual. With respect to the other branch of this 
doable adultery, as it has been uncharitably named, 
such adultery, it is to be feared, is so common in the 
higher walks of society, that it can hardly be expected 
to startle the conscience of a Royal Duke ! 

The heroine of these pages neither derired her 
existence from parents distinguished either for wealth 
or genius, nor was the place of her birth and early- 
residence the best calculated to inculcate those moral 
TH'tues which constitute the brightest jewels of the 
female character* 

Her father^s namfe was Thompson, who resided ia 
^owJ and Pin Alley, near White's Alley, Chancery 
Xiane, where Miss Thompson was ushered into the^ 
world, as Sterne says, with ^^ squalls of disapprobatiQi»< 
at the journey she was compelled to perfonE*" 

i^4. 
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In this neighbourhood, the moral atmosphere 
of which was contaminated by the vices of some of 
the most abandoned- prostitutes upon the p^r^e. 
Miss Thompson, who was naturally of a sprightly and 
fascii^ting character, soon attracted the notice of 
every passing stranger, and, like thediily of the d««ert, 
exhibited Ber gracea to the greater advantage in pro. 
Eprtion ag iMey were coatra&ted with the obscurity of 
her situation. 

Upon Ae death of her father, the mother of Mi«g 
Thompson entered upon a, second matrimonial «dh- 
ne€tioa with a Mr. Firquhar, who worked asa coneu 
posktor ia the pFiBtiag.house of Mr. Hughes* 

Miss Thompson, whose sprightHer faculties were • 
at an early period in a state of mutinywitli- the^slow- 
• paced drudgery of the needle, now first acquired the 
rudiments of that knowledge, which, if it did iiotie^ 
her to distinguish -herself in the literary world, and 
rival infame theScwards^ theMores, or theCow.leys, 
at least enabled- her to more mo re. appropriately in 
that statioa to which she was subsequently eleyated. 



Hits. MART AariT CtiXXKB. t 

Throngb tbe inflae&ce of her fatlier<i>in.la^, Mkn 
Tliompsoii obtained occasionallf employmeat' iiv 
reading* copy to th^ personf employed^asr correctac of- 
the press, in ivMch situation* she soon- attract^ the 
notice of the son of the OYerseer of the same piintfog;. 
office, -who wishing^at the same time to eneonrage her 
merit, and to derire pleasure-, and, perhaps^ fiiture> t 
assistance from the cultiyation of her talents, placed 
this young lady, whom he fondly destined as his future 
wife, at a genteel boarding^chdol, at Ham, in the 
county of Essex. 

• 

In this^ howeyer, as it toa frequently happens when 
the heart and the head cease to- in uni9on, Mr. Day 
was mistaken. The young lady, whose capacity for 
elegant improyements was of Uie rery firstcclass^ atid 
which could only be equalled by the rapidity with 
which she acquired them^ after remaining, two years 
at school, r^umed home, it is sai^, with ideas very 
much altered from those which her benefactor had 
wished-io haTe>isspired»^ ^. 
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Whether from the conscious \ saperiority of heir 
charms, or from the proud attaioments she had acw. 
quired, or perhaps fromc aa union of both, her con. 
dact towards her admirer became rerj much altered. 
AJarmed. at this unexpected change, Mr. Day fre- 
quently remonstrated, but his remonstrances Wjere as. 
frequently retorted with contradiction or disdain* 

With true lowers, indeed, quarrels are almost pro^ 
T^rbial, a&d tend more firmly to cement the onion. of. 
hearts, 



In amore hsec omnia sunt iniraicitia^ 
Bellum Pax rursum. 



But in ihesd bickeringa 



LoTe was not ia their looks, 
Neither to Godr*— -nor to each other. 



Whether or not the ^^ crow« and hearted throne o^ 
hffwe was yielded up to tyrannous bate," or lessened 
by the young lady's disdain,* or tiie affection q( Mr^ 



Dftj subsided into the tranqmllity of indifference, is 
not material here to esamine ; certain it is, that these 
frequent bickering ultimatdjr terminated in an opeO'- 
rupture. 

About this period Mr. and Mrs. Farquhar remoTed^ 
from Bowl and Pin Alley to Black Raven Passage, 
Cursitor Sfcreet^ Ilolborn.. 

Miss Thompson was now about sixteen, a period 
vhen female charms are in full blossom ; the graces ' 
of her person were improved by. cultivation — warm, 
easy, affable, she charmed whererer. she. moved, her- 
addfess rivetted the fetters which her eyes had forged; . 
nor'was even age itself proof against her fascination^.^ 

Charms snch a» her*8 -would stir aa holy hermit»j. 

Her fascinating manners and thegi:aces of her person, , 
far out-pace the powers of the pen. One glance of her 
eye would impress them more strongly than, any de« 
scription, were such description extended to a folio. 

. Soch Hden was^ and who cairblatni^ibelsoyy 

That in so bri^t a fiame cons m*(Ll is Iroy 'i 

' ' *\ - 
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Attmctioas suoh ashiers codldtnot fail gaining aft- 
ho9t of admirers, and Dumetons WBrethoM^wlii^^Mred - 
tlie suppliant knee to this paragon of perfectioti: 
AmoDgst her first conquests, it is reported, wa? a 
person of a class whose trade and habits were but little 
calculated for the reception of the tender emotions— - 
persons who deriye their subsistence from thedistresses • 
of poverty, yet one of those almost necessary evils for- 
supplying the immediate wants of the poor, and the 
tejnporary dissipations of the rich, when the gaming 
table or the race ground has created such a chasm ia 
the coffers as to render the supplies indispensible. 

Miss Thompson's parentis, although industrious^ 
could not always supply, by th«r industry, those wantsi 
l^hich beeame occasionally necessary; it therefore 
became expedvest totapply itovooe:of these' rnvgaUnes 
of taays and means^ which are distinguished by the 
appropriate emblem of thfee golden ballsy and the 
annonce oiP money to Ic^ndlipon plate, jewels, wearing 
apparel, &c. 

It waji not yet w»hea this enchantress reigned and 
revelled in the magtfifitcnt palate^atGlottccisterPlace^ 
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D^rnNifi it yet tkat tlie superb service of plate {such 1&' 
the iMtabiMty of huaiaa greaiifess)^ whfeh formerly 
decorated the Inxtiriotts table of a prince of the^ 
blood royal of France, nor was it yet that the jewels 
presented to the darling of his heart, by the field, 
inarshall of Great. Britain, had found their way ta 
those superior magazines of temporary accommoda^ 
tion, which. are appropriately situated at an end of 
the: town distiligutshed for the wealth and' rank of its 
inhabitants ; it was neither plate nor jewels, but 
wearing appard, the humbler appendages of obscu^ 
rity, shifts,. petticoats, &c. which first produced the 
supplies of necessity, and with these Miss* Thompson 
was occasionally dispatched for the relief of the 
family. 

In this line, amongst, other persons in the same 
accommodating business. Miss Thompson ts' said' ta 

bare attracted the attention of Mr. P ^1 d, of* 

Golden Lane^ in whose good opinion our- yavaxg^ 
fancier so efiectually insinuated herself, as tadaxzle 
even his ^* just judging und instructed eye ;'* not ex. 
actly with respect to- the actual fvAiwof ihe^acticles:^ 
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offered for pledge, but at least she worked so far 
upon his feelings, as to induce him to advance more 
than persons of his mercenary, cast are usually in.the . 
habit of lending^. 

To hixn, therefore, her Tisits became more frequent^ . 
irjienerer temporary accommodation became neces.- 
sary ; and no.higher idea can be formed of the fascl. . 
nations of our. heroine, than ^ that they/ could charm -i 
the mercenary serpent of avarice, and even, we had 
almost said, M^ heart. of. a ptmnbroker* 

The ill-bred Tufiiao and paleusarern . 
If Love's atmosphere such hearrs can warm, . 
May safely mellow into love, and grow - 
Reiin'dy humane, and gtnerous, if they can : : 
Love in such bosoms never, to a faulty. 
Or pain, or .pleases, ^ 

Although, from the habits of these licensed usur-. 
ers, their hearts are not likely to be^ affected by, 
those finer sensationsi, those thrilling ^motions, which ^ 
we find in more elerated situations; and although. r 
the heart of a pawnbroker Is not the best calcu- 
lated for the throne of the aU-pptent god, yet^ . 
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whether actuated hy lor^ or lust, Mr« F. neyerthc 
less, certainly did feel, as Strap says, so much of a 
^^ sneaking inclination" towards his young customer, 
as to induce him to admit her occasionally into his 
lyrivate cabinet j a commodious back-parlour, where 
it is said the value of the specific jir tides offered as. 
pledges did not always constitute- the topic of con- 
Tersatioa.. 

Miss Thompson was naw^carcelyserenteen^when. 
she changed her situation for a wife. Amongst 

" The am!fou8 youths who roundber bow*d/' 

s 

wa« Mr. Joseph Clarke, the second son of a weal- . 
thy bricklayer, in Angel-court, Snow-hill, but who 
now resides at Kettering, in Northamptonshire, with, 
his younger brother, and his brother's wife, tiie for-> 
mer of whom was brought up at Cambridge. 

Mr. Joseph Claxke wav boiuid apprentice to Mr» 
Bumell^ the comer of Black Raven-passage, Gur^i. 
tor«.8treet« He had just emancipated himself froo^ 
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thefetterrof appr^atic^sMp, and hadatUiseA that 
period 

When youth elate and gay. 
Steps into life, and follows unrestrained, 
^ 'WKere paasion drives, or prudence po'uiks the -w^m- 

* 
SopersuasWe were the arguments of Mr, Clarke 

-with Miss Thompson, that they soon eloped- from 
the confined air of an alley, to enjoy the delights 
of lore in the purer atmosphere of PentonrilLB, in 
which, neighbourhood Mrs. Clarke first became a 
mother. 

« 

About this time the enamoured couple rcmoyed 
to Charfes^sqnarc, Hoxtoo, where they were known 
ahd tisited by a Tery respectable circle of aeq^uaint-u 

ance» 

As Mr. Clarke, who^as w^ hxft l»f ore obeerred^ 
had served his apprenticeship to Mr. Burnell, the 
stpne-mason, wwnot inr bu^feew^ and ha was sup- 
ported only by the 'aMoivanca he; received. f ram- liisr 
fkthcr, ihe-strppUwaxatsunfrttqiiienay fell shorty an* 
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the deiiKm of necestity occasioDa]l}r drove loTeout-of ^ 
the windaw.; the little god was tnot, , howwei-^ com- 
pletely expelled from th& houso^ for wis iuid ^the lady 
became« a seck^nd; tiaie^ 

" Ai women wbK tdt be iwhc^ love thclf iordt*?* 

And 10 jatiifiad waa<Mr. Clatke of tlie . propriety .. 
of the demeanoar of hbpararooiir, that, it fs said^ pre* 
tIous to the birth of his thjrd^child^ as appears -by 
this- register ofBaneras^church^ he^.piighted iiis troths 
to hep at the altar ; aud thit^ when > about theafe*' 
of eighteen, she assumed a legal right ta th« naase' 
under which she now passes. 

After a residence of nearly- two years ln'Hoxtoi»»' 
5(|uare, Mr. andMrSi Glarke went to reside in-GoI* 
den.lane, where^ from the liberality of hia father, h«^ 
Mr. Clarke, was enabled to commeiice business as^^ 

stone-mason. '. "■' 

' . * ' * 

Here, for a time, every thing w^ent smoothly oiV, 
and it might have been supposed, that, with sueh si« 
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companioti so pre-emitientljr gifted both in mlftd 
and person^ ]ier husband could hare no ieinpta>« 
tioQS for leaving the fair mountain of chaste- 
delight, t9 batten on the moor of mercenary pros* 
tltution; such, howeyer^ la human frailty, juch 
the paroxysms of intemperance and debnudiery^. 
that, from some discoTeries not admitting palliation, • 
Mrs. Clarke formed the resolution of breaking, a 
connection, which, longer continued, might hare, 
inrolTed in distress or infamy, twice the number of. 
innocent indlTtduals the family then consisted of, 
and made indiscriminately the pledges of lore the 
TiCtims of the union» 

m 

It was in the year 1794, that Mr. Clarke com-- 
menced business in Goldcn.lxne, where, (as was 
proved by Mr. Stower of Charterhouse-square, who 
fi;e<][uently yisited in the family,) he continued about, 
three or four years. 

During this period it i^^^ t^^*^ ^he parents and 
their family were reduced to practise all the exp^.. 
dients of V hard shifting woe;" the extraragance of 
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the husband) wbo^ from, being of a conTiTtal turnj^ 
had a large circle of companions of the somepro- 
penBity, kept the ingenuity of the wife eternally 
upon the rack to find the necessary supplies. 

The parlour of the public-house now became the 
substitute for the counting-house, and the skittle- 
ground a. more congenial stage of action with Mr. 
Clarke, than the stone-yard ; and in proportion as 
ihe publichouse and its gambling allurements eb. 
fained the ascendency, the counting-house and the 
stone-yard became irksome. 

Business was now neglected, and after all the to. 
rious expedients usually had recourse to, by decline 
ing tradesmen for bolstering up th^ir credit — ^from 
the licenced usury of the pawnbroker, to the disin- 
terested accommodations of those, who cooceire 
they Rteer clear of the strict letter of the law, hy 
discounting doubtful paper, at the usual interest, 
with the trifling addition of half -the money ad« 
vanced to be laid out in goods — ^after running the- 
gaantlet; between pawnbrokers, usurers, and at- 
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tornies, the centre of gravity of Mr, Clarke's credit^ 
irhkh had been gradually declining^ at length fell 
complete}/ beyond the base, and a conunis^ion of 
bankruptcy was sued out against hm}jy Mr^ Aiders 
man Staines. 

^ It was dudng.ibh period thfttMit. Clukt had to* 
c<»Bfteiid with difficulties in TaEion» sb«pess aad 
fi»ad$ of distress,, iiif all theiff terrible forms^ infested- 
that bed, which; had osce been the^ rosy bower of 
le^e,.4Md. hanjitedtliai'hoase,, before the mansion of - 
peace and felicity. 

* Ifwos now, lAtbe co&tinuai fiuBily comsmttee of 
supplies and' wa^rt and .means,.. tha# Mts* Giarko^ 
aeq[uiTed those faoilttKts of resource, to; stave off' the 
^^ eadgoBcies of existing corcumstances," which would< 
bare well qualified her for the office of chancellor 
of the exchequer^ and, by her ftocinating powers, 
the syren soon- found means to render the industry 
and'wealth of others subseryient t# her teaporar;^' 
evasions.- 
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It was whilst k.bounag imder these pecuniary 
^embarvaasnseiits that Mrs. Clarke* again resorted to 
the'-exdhtquer, in Golden-lane, where she learned 
thatiier^bid acq«aitttanee Mr. F — ^I — d, (altboygh 
such a ci/cu'mstaace is nx>t very usual for persons in 
his line), had become a bankrupt, and she recog« 
ius<$d as'his successor, the young gentleman who, in 
his master's , prosperity, had acted in the humbler 
•capadty r<>f ' his shopma^i. 

Whether, however, ' his heart was less-assailable 
by female fascinations, or that interest was the only 
magnet that could attiact his affections, young 
Two^'^ne was not to be bled so freely as his mas- 
ter. ^* Two upon a horse," they say, " seldom 
ride -well;" thus, where money constituted the-ob- 
ject of both, they sopn reciprocally discovered what 
£;on^tituted the sftagnetof mutual attraction; and 
' no sooner was ibis discovery made than, the poles, 
became as /diametrically repeUent as in the more 
Mfoeral ^ys of l^r. F— 1— k}, they had been so mu« 
tually attractive. 
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s 
__ * 

This was certainly the most important period of 
Mrs. Clarke's life, the period when she made that 
sacrifice of character which can neVer be retriered ; 
a period when her prospects Vere to assume 'a new 
aspect, and her feelings, her sentiments, her habits,, 
to experience a total revolution. \Ve wish not to 
become the apologists of female depravity ; but we 
must, nevertheless, in candour allow, that the first 
step of Mrs. Clarke from the path of rectitude was 
accompanied with no very inferior circumstances of 
palliation. 

When a man, after all the tender assiduities of 
the lover, has succeeded in obtaining the heart ^d 
the person of a beautiful woman, he is too apt to 
relax in those delicate attentions which originally 
won her heart, and can alone keep alive the flame of - 
love. There is a species of homage which a woman ' 
like Mrs. Clarke naturally looks for from the oilier 
sex; it is the case, perhaps, with all women; but it 
must have been more particularly so with one so 
formed to inspire love and command adoration and 
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respect. We know not what may have been the 
feelings of her hasband when deprired of the trea- 
sure he once possessed ; and which, till to him for 
ever lost, perhaps he ^f prized not to its Talue." 
We have, however, no hesitation in pronouncing, 
<&at the man who should be so flatteringly distin- 
guished by the preference of a female, so gifted in 
mind and person as Mrs. Clarke, must necessarily 
have been a happy man, so long as she maintained 
the character of a virtuous wife. It is not, per. 
haps, easy to pronounce, in a case where the silent 
monitions of conscience can alone decide ; but the 
man who is conscious of having, by his vicious 
habits, and by a neglect which no woman can well 
ensure, but least of all such a woman as Mrs. 
Clarke — ^we.must repeat, that the man who is con- 
4K;ious of having driven such a woman from the 
cool sequestered vale of domestic life, to plunge into 
an ocean of infamy, can have no very pleasant com- 
panion in private reflection. Such a character muait, 
if his feelings be, in any degree correct, carry inse. 
parably, in his bdsom a remorse that must make his 
life truly wretched. 
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Let n$y for a moment, oontsmplite a joAxig wo-* 

man like Mrs. Claitke, the object .of general admU 

ration, inthe spherein ifiircli.slie moyes/jotnio^htr 

fortunes to one laan, ^be \ ob§€ct of ^her tet&der t«. 

gard. Let us conitempiate^er Karr«aldering erefy 

pther admirer to lil^ss'tlieDBMiioof *her €h^ce, ^aitd 

dien to find herself tfeattfd "by tkis very lAan ^th 

"VfTorse than ■ ne^ect. - Let «s cdiitem^kbte-her 4n tlie 

bloom of yo'U til and beauty, ^kut ddfe from <katgay 

•TTOrldin 'U^hicb she iras^dtsstkied' to make so ^distin. 

igatshed a :ligvre, 'CoadienHaed to^tftaste ^er ^lurars 

in solitude, ^deprhBed lof the soeiety .of idtn i^^io 

could alone render that doUMe^agreeaible.; to Ighow 

he was in like (^i«9ttit of Intdtnperanee • a(^ de« 

foanckery, osd, perka^M, ^at (ke .)BiOBi^ther'j|6iider 

4o;ifkprittg yi^s deriving « existence frdm'irer ^Tltil 

source, iaisAied miik ^di/sease, * from ^ike base lust'- 6f 

j9, pro:^gate lutsbatiKl. Let ns^ fdr ^a '"mtmjeaty* ^e^ii. 

-tenpkUe.^dl^s ^t«re, mufd pa«se beware we- pre. 

ttoudce too-harsh a*dentent^of cK>TK}enAiaHon. 

Itisbyno mean^onrintentiM to write an'apology 
for conjugal infidelity; but when Me refiebt Ikat 



cUogiag to Qn» proiigatehasbandmosthaTeiorolTQi 
herself. and fiuailjr in utier rain; that thongii dw 
quitted her husband, she quitted not her children^ 
who erer comtiuued ihe objects of her tenderest care 
and solicitude ; it must be acknowledged that Mrs. 
Clarke's violation of the marriage contract does not 
appear in such colours of depravity as adultery fre<^ 
quently presents to our view. 

How dilTerent is hercase, virtually deserted by (he 
man to whom alone she could look for protectioiu 
plunged In misfortune, with an helpless offiipring 
looking up to her for support ; — ^how diffieres^t in her 
Case from that of the fashionable adultress, smr-' 
rounded with luxury and profusion, who leaves 
husband, children, and all, and devotes her futare 
life to infamy. 

Her husband Is ^tUl living Qpoa the weekly guU 
aea allowed him by his father. His haunts are mos^ 
commonly in the neighbourhood of Chancery Lane. 
We do not give credit implicitly to all the reports 
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of rumour^ with her thousand tongues, nor shall tfc 
follow Mr. Clark eithrongh all the scenes 



Where rakes in their revels, the piper io pay^ 
Have spurn'd their best friend and last shilling. 



" It is reported^ howeyer, but with what truth we 
know not, that he once yisited Gloucester Place, 
when Mrs. Clarke was in the zenith of her splendor, 
and on heihg refused admittance, began to demolish 
the windows, and commit other acts of violence, to 
the no small ala^ m of an illustrious visitor, who then, 
melting with Love's extasies, was cradled in those 
arms which in other days had so often encircled the 
unfortunate wanderer. 

A contemporary publication has accused Mrs* 
Clarke of a criminal avarice and a wanton pi'ofusion. 
This is denied by an apologist, who has taken up his 

pen in vindication of our heroine. He admits that 
she may have been profuse in the extreme ; that in 
this she 'did not follow her own taste, but merely, 
seconded and executed the wishes of others; It was 
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not Mrs. Clarke's profuseness, he says, wbich hiced 
cooks at a guinea a day, nor which, if one dinner 
was not properly dressed, ordered a second, and a 
third, and so on in infinite series. 

To rescue her from the imputation of avarice, we 
may ask, Whether, when she left the Duke, she car- 
ried any thing away with her. Indeed the charge of 
selfishness and avarice made by this contemporary 
writer seems to be without foundation, and that of 
profusion may be perhaps ascribed to the cause ad. 
duced by her defender. 

Upon quitting her husband, she endcayoured to 
obtain an asylum in some family at a distance from 
the metropolis^ but in his pursuit she was unsuc- 
cessful^ and was almost sinking under the pressure 
of anxiety and disappointment, when accident 
brought her acquainted with a barrister and a 
baronet, who took Mrs. Clarke and her children un* 
der his protection, ^nd with him she resided some 

time at a principal town, in Wiltshire. As th^ 

» ■ 

baronet was obliged to pay (close attention to his 

c^ 
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professional pursuits, ft is probable that the imcoueh 
jargon of the law took place of &e s6f t whispers of 
lore, and her paramour was oftener porkig orer 
parchment than feasting on the ^mask ^eheek of his 
fair protegee, who now indulged the natural gaieij of 
her disposition. To be brief, her protector, not ful- 
filling his promise of making a settlement, wiiich had 
been stipulated between them, Mrs. Clarke left him ; 
beprpvided, as it is said, nevertheless, for her helpless 
oBspring till more prosperous circumstances enabled 
her to take them under iier own care* , 

Having now taken the field under the Cypriaa 
lianner, it is not to be expected that this lady would 
be long without a conquest, armed as she was with, 
the most formidable artillery of Cupid. She soon^ 
it is said, won the heart of Sir C. M — ^1 — r. A very 
few months, however^ terminated their acquaint, 
mice* 

« 
On leaving Sir €• M — ^I — r, Ae became admired 

%ir Sit James B ^11. 'In the very short time they 

wefO aequiUAted (f^r they had scarcely entered into 
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a segociation respecting the terms of tbeiv. futuira 
connection) she made aa attack upoa Im pocket iQ 
the amount of ^200 fo£ Jaces, &c. This prol^ably 
alarmed the barqnet, aa he smidlenlj quitted, hi^r^ 
leaving behind him a. debt of her contracting mipaid^. 
to the no small indignation of our heroine. 

tt appears that about this time Mrs* Clarke be. 
came a candidate for Xhe»pian, fame, and ., &ppeve4 
on the boards of the Hajmarket theatre, iu the.cha^ 
racter of Portia. Her execution of this ^rduotts un^ 
dertaking is spoken of in {he highest terms. Set 
action was graceful and appropriate, her. voice full. 
of energy and modulation, and she . is /said to harnj 
deliyered the sublime speech on, meroj, in a manner 
that would hare done credit to any of our. best per« 
formers* i -i 

* 

, 4 

It is supposed that Mrs. Clarke did not appear on 
ti)e stage with a view of adopting the histrionic* pro- 
lessioa; but rather in. the hope of naking some 
valuable conquest Be this as it may, she was com« 
pletely successful in the latter respect^ and thisUnu 
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matic essay seems to have laid tlie foundation of her 
future fortune ; for on that she captirated Lord B^ — 
and Mr. O, the army agent ;^he latter of whom in- 
troduced himself to her without delay, and a friends 
ship commenced between them^ of which more will he 
said hereaftei*. 

While' she was without any positiye settlement^ 
chance threw her in the way of a Mr. M — l-r-y, who 
13 said to be a young man but too well calculated 
to find his way to the susceptible female* There ard 
a class of men described in Mr. Colquhoun^s work 
on the police of the metropolis^ who, when they rise 
in the morning hare no certain proTision for the dajy 
but derite subsistence from their knowledge of the 
town, or fortune at the gaming-table. Though this 
adventuring couple might be supposed well adapted 
to join in a disinterested offering at the shrine of Cu« 
pid, yet the god of interest seems to haye reigned in 
their .thoughts, upon their first meeting. She was 
dressed in the- first style of fashion, and he, both in 
manners and attire, might be easily taken for a per- 
son of some consequeuce. 



* • 
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r V 

On. the day they first met^ he took her into a 
hosier's shop, where he purchased her some trifling 
articles which she fancied. They th^n made an 
engagement to meet that evening at Vauxhall, both 
under the influence of mistake, in supposing that each 
had formed a wealthy connection* Howeyer i&iey 
might have ultimately felt disappointment in this 
respect^ lore seems to have taken possession of their 
hearts. They met at Vauxhall; but flnding, it is 
presumed, more attraction in each other than in the 
amusements of that delightful spot, they retired to 
the Royal Oak Tavern, where, it is said, an old press 
bed supplied the place of Cupid's bower, and the 
lovers passed the night in all the ettacies which the 
possession of a beloved object can bestow. ' 

Their. fondness for each other encreased each day, 
till at length a cottage at Bayswater afforded an 
asylum to the happy pair ; and here it was that Mrs. 
Clarke became acquainted with Miss Taylor, whose 
treatment, when she delivered her evidence before the 
House of Commons, seems to have made so strong an 
impression on the public mind. 

c4 
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. LoYe^ honti^r, ir a f^od upon wUcli few e^ii 
tabsist alone. The smiles of fortune are necessary 
io strengthen the bonds of mutual affection. *Mra» 
Clarke /band that all her lover's resources depended 
i^on the fortune of the card or the billiard table; 
9^ he must soon hate discorered that, as far as 
tegard^ wealth, he had no prisse in his ckere amie,. 
Therefore, without either money or credit to maintaia 
any logger the connection between ihemy even bad 
it been their inclination to do so, they, leparated^ 
truBting io chance for some new game, which, might 
gite f better torn to their prospects. 

It was now that onr heroine fascinated Mr. Dowler^ 
with whom the public must be well acquainted, from 
his having been a material witness on the recent 
inquiry into the conduct of the commander in chief. 
Upon her first acquaintuice With this gentlemaa^ 
she made a dashing figure at Brighton. She seems^ 
however, to have retained her tenderness for hor late 
companion, as it is said in a publication of the day, 
tiiat she sent him a pressing invitation to Brighton, 
where, notwithstanding her bdng kept by a W£S^thifl# 



paramour, flip cauld derote some stolen -Iboars to 
tjie sQcittj of a more bdoTed swain. Tlus gallant^ 
lioweTer, seems to hare been occupied in town with 
metal, to him at least, more attractive, otherwise he 
wonld not, probably, have declined obeji^g this 
gentle summons to the couit of lore. 

Mr. Dowler, a gentleman of rery respectable CQn. 
sections, whose father had been a common-councilman 
and a merchant, but more particularly in the wine 
trade, the 8on a dashing young stock-broker, high, 
in blopd, and fine in feather, appears at this timej^ 
from the indulgence of his parents, and his successes 
in the Alley, to have been rolling in affluence. Ulider 
such circumstances, we may rery rationally be led 
to suppose that Mrs. Clarke had free scope to indulge 
]ier taste fpr those elegances of luxurious refinement^ 
which the humble obscurity of her situation appeared 
to hare placed completely beyond her reach. Indeed^ 
this gentleman appears to have been one of the m^st 
fajthful gallants which our ^Uganlfi appears to havfi 
encountered in the course of her Cyprian cafeer* IV9 / 
%l Im at t24# iBQQ^t poufiiy foi:tb. to cash as if 
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his purse were an inexhaustible comuX;opia ; nor was 
he less in her good graces^ even when her charms had 
attracted a nobler loTcr. 

At' thb period we find him contributing to the 
support of the luxuries of Gloucester-Place, giving 
the housekeeper money when the supplies ran shorty 
and giving his chere amie a (housand pounds for a 
place which he conceiyed to have obtained through 
her interest ; most gallantly furnishing her with the 
{rifling article of a carriage, at almost a moment's 
notice, when her own splendid vehicles were, perhaps^ 
rudely detained by some of the surly and hard-hearted 
agents of the Sheriffs of Middlesex; and even when 
having been deserted by her illustrious protector^ 
so intimate has been their connection, that she has^ 
upon more occasions than one, passed for the wife 
^t Mr. Dowler« 

' 'William Nicholl, the baker, at Hampstead, stated 
ia l^is examination before the House of Commons^ 
that Mrs. Clarke occupied the principal part of his 
house, as a lodger, from October, 1807, until tlie 
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25th of June following. That when she^ came to 
him, she represented hei^self as a widow ; but that 
during the time she was there, he understood she 
was married to Mr. Dowler. Mr. D. came to 
Hampstead soon after the expedition returned from 
Buenos Ay res. When she first came to lodge with 
Nicholls she said her husband had been dead three 
years ; but upon Dowler's coming to Hampstead 
she announced herself as his wife ; which he said he 
belieyed, and for a " very good reason,'^ because he 
slept mth her very often HI 

Speaking of her family, he says, there was a French 
lady with her at this time, called Josephine, who, 
with Captain Thompson, her brother, composed, at 
first, her whole family. Afterwards she had two, 
and sometimes three of heic children with her. 
Although he stated that JV^rs. Clarke rented almost 
the whole of his house, yet it appears that she must 
have been about this time a little reduced in her 
finances, as she had incurred a debt with her land, 
lord, which she was unable to pay, and which, if his 
mridence were correct^ that he really thought Mj^s. 
Clarke to have been the wife of Dowler, it is hot a 

c 6 
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little singular that this <^ Master of the Rolls'' should 
Beyer have applied to Dowler for payment of the debt* 
The master of the hotel in St. Martin*s.l«<ie, yfhoy 
in pious and puritanical purity, turned up his eyes^ 
alarmed for the chastity of bis hotel, stated, that 
Mr. Dowler, whom be had known about two year«^ 
used to come there with a lady whom he called Kit 

wife. The porter, 9lso, at the same hotel, (George 
Robinson) s»i^ that this lady was Mrs. Clarice, and 
the w4t0r bore testimony to her having slept there 
.with Mr. Dowler on the very night of the day en 
which that gentleman returned from Spain. 

Thougti Mrs. Clarke passed for Mrs* Dowler when 
the resided in the house of Mr. Nicholls, at Hampitead^ 
oevertibdess, she diid not take his name, and assngned 
us a reason, according to the evidence of NichoUs^ 
that ti^ Duie of York would send Mr* Dowter 
H^oad if As inew she wss mfsrrud. Her assigning 
•ufih a reason^ however, Mnr* Qarke, inherevideoi^^ 
lUO^ positird J denies. 



Mr. Dowler, tired of the Auc^utiioiis of Oe AUejr, 
m^ itif altf fi^fftf fWHwuffpfff^f ff of ft^ ♦^t?*!^ ^JM"^*- 
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iers of tbe Bull and the Beaxj^has now recourse to the 
less hazardous speculations of the commissariati 
and states^ ip his eyidence, that he had been in the 
commissariat since 1805, and that he purchased his 
situation in that department from Mrs. Clarke, 
Much of what is here stated would come, perhaps, 
more appropriately within our province to relate, 
when we shall have arriyed at that period of our 
memoirs wheii Mrs* Clarke appears under 'the pro«> 
tectioii of a Prince, tbe third in succession to the 
throne; but we haye conceived it necessary to state 
them more particularly here, in order to shew the 
liberality of Mr* Dowler to his inamorata ; indeed it 
is a matter of doubt* whether this connection was 
rightly brok^ off l^om its original commencement^ 
though it seems to have been interrupted four a short 
tim^ from Mr.D's haying assumed tbe ungracious task 
9f a monitor upon the subject of Col^ French's levy* 

. Mr. Dowler h^d never been in any public office ^ 
xmtil his introduction to that which he stated him* 
self to hare receired through the medium of Mrs. 
Clarke. Preyi^usly to this be lived with ¥b £»A^9. 
who had tetired into the country. 



38 AVTHENTIC MEMOIRS or 

Mrs. Clarke, according to the testnnonj of tfab 
gentleman, first made the proposition to procure 
him his situation in the commissariat. She stated, 
that she was extremely pressed for money, and re- 
quested he would assist her, as the Duke was by no 
means punctual in his payments. Mr. D. applied 
to his father in consequence, and soon after told 
Mrs. C. that he could not furnish her with more 
than he had then- giyen her ; upon which she pro« 
mised him not the situation he held in the commis^ 
sariat, but another. Mr. Dowler^ again applied to 
his father, who at first disapproved, but after several 
months the perseyering solicitations of a beloTed son 
^^ wrung from him his slow consent," upon the ex- 
press condition^ that there was no danger of the trans- 
action becoming public. Mr. Dowler, jun. feeling 
himself perfectly secure on that head, was conse- 
quently appointed to his situation, for which he 
sayshegaye j^lOOO at first, and at other times other 
sums to a yery considerable amount* 

We haye extracted these particulaors from the 
evidence before the house, in itrder to present the 
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reader with a perfect picture of the connectioa 
which has subsisted between this gentleman and 
Mrs. Clarke, with very little interruption from their 
first acquaintance, notwithstanding, that during a 
considerable portion of the time she was the mistress 
of our late illustrious Commander in Chief. 

From the period of this last-mentioned connec* 
6on we presume Mr. Do wler must have been ac« 
tnated by interest, ambition, or any other principle 
dian that of love, in renewing his intercourse with 
tills lady. It is impossible for a person who really 
hyfes a woman, to behold her in the arms of another 
without emotions which must render an acquaint- 
aBce, under such circumstances, of nety short con* 
finuance« 

r , 

A man who was really attached to his mistress 
irould rather, under .such circumstances, exclaim 
with the Moor in Shakespeare, 

' I'd sooner be a toad 
And feed upon the vapour of a dangeooy 
Than keep a comer in the thins 1 love 
Tot others u s e J , 
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Indeed there is iQmetbbig mo3t shockiiif to hmaaa 
delicacy in a female layishing her favours on two 
loTers at the same time ; and the highest human ac- 
complishments, the utmost fascination of beautj' 
and art, so far from gilding, serve but to give more 
sable colouring to a name with which we will not 
stain our pages. 

r 

It has been observed, {hat a mind phjsicalljr 
strong, and the attachment which she manifested to 
literature and the arts in her early years, afforded 
h^r facilities for introducing herself to the notice of 
the higher ranks of men, upon whom heir agreeable 
society and superior qualifications made aa impres*. 
sion which was not a little heightmed by her bei^uty 
and elegance of form. But, alas! to the manly 
understanding, all these blandishments, when bereft 
of the genial rays of virtue, from whence alone 
ihey can borrow any lustre, must appear like the 
face of^ nature in the absence of tho sun* An4 
where a female can launch into life, openly'disdaim* 
ing all pretensions to this brighteit omosnent of her 
sex, we must isoitsider public momls at 4 very 



Z' 
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low ebb indeed, when we tee Ker thus captirating 
all hearts, and binding men of the most exalted rank 
In ber chains* 

But we are well aware, that though iJb&n^. obser^ 
vations are due to the cause of truth and Tirtue, 
this is not the standard to which we should bring 
the character of our heroine^ in order to form a just 
opioioA of her. 

In this age of degeneracy we must take eharacters 
as we find them, and draw our inferences from com. 
parison. 

We coasequenQjr agree with the defenders of 
Mrs. Clarke, that no great blame can be fairljr at- 
tached to her for the waste of Mr. Dowler's money ; 
as, most likely, had she never rirettcd his affections, 
he would, upon some other object of his fayonr, 
have squander^ away his fortune in a manner 
ogually fpolisb and extraragantt 
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Mrs. Clarke^ we beli^Te, from the best infonna-r 
tip9 we have been able to obtain, though profuse 
in her style of liTing, does not rest her whole hap. 
piness in selfish gratification : we haye a proof of 
her liberality in the case of Samuel Carter; and 
there are numbers who can bear grateful testimony 
to her private charities. 

Mr, Dowler's resources beginning to fail, it seems 
that a friendly separation took place between him 
and our heroine, wlio, on her return to London, 
flew again to the embraces of Mr. O — ^1— e, the 
army agent, who provided the house in Tavistock*. 
Place for her reception, and furnished her with a 
handsome establishment. Here 'she had leisure to 
cultivate those talents, which, aided by her beauty, 

» 

proved afterwards so successful in captivating the 
illustrious paramour from her connection with 
whom she has acquired her late notoriety. 

In Tavistock-Place Mrs. Clarke was visited hj 
Lord B. as well as Mr. O — 1— e, and she expe« 
rienced from them the most unremitting attention* 
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Her family was at this time composed of her mother 
and sister, fiie latter of whom is supposed to be the 
identical Mrs^ Fayorjr, who was examined during 
the late enquiry before the House of Commons. 

It is tru^, that Mrs. F. in the course of the ex^ 
amination above alluded to, denied her relationship 
with Mrs. Clarke, and said, that she only went ta 
lire with her as a servant ; and that an adyertise. 
ment in pue of the daily papers induced the appll- 
cation ; but her evidence was so marked with false- 
hood as to entitle it to very little weight in the deci.^, 
sion of this question. She went to reside with the 
Rev. Mr. £llis, who is one of the masters of Mer- 
chant Taylor's School, in the beginning of July^ 
1800, and lived in his family two years. 

Mrs. Favory, during her service, went by the 
name of Elizabeth Farquhar : she received her cha- 
racter from Mrs. . Clarke, who then resided in 
Golden-lane, and was constantly visited by that 
lady whilst she was in the family of Mr. Ellis^ and 
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indeed appeared ta b« upoA teems of the greatest la^ 
timacj with he/« 

She represented her Rer. Matter before tlie Houso 
of Commons as a carpenter^ vtho kept a shop in one 
part of the town, and lodgings m. another; but 
though she resided witk bim tiro years^ she coM'noi 
Ml where I 

We now arrire at that period 1» tie Uft of ohf 
beroine which will, we should think, neitm^ be forw 
gotten hj her, nor by a British pnblic^ and which 
will, perhaps, be kjspt alive in the memory of aa 
English posterity to the latest period that thiaking^ 
dom shall exist. i 

At length, this bright luminary, which shot forth 
rays eren in the obscurity of its humble horison^ 
reached iis zenith : we behold our heroine now» 
transplanted into the fajry regions of Gloucester 
Flaoe^ possessing entire and absolute control over 
tbe aficictioiui of mo less a personai^^ thasi a BrUisli 
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Pmioe^ ike tsecond son of « Geoi^. III. who, bfit 
for -tins loTely arbitress of his fate, had sfill con» 
^nued Fidd-Mar shal and Coa^mander in Chief of 
Ae Br'i^A anniev. 

The establishment in Gloucester-Place of this 

fnodem Qoopatra, consisted of upwards of twenty 
f 

aeryants — a housekeeper^ five or eix mMSy two 
butlers, and six o&er men servants. Three or morcf 

• 

men cooks were dailj employed, -each of whom had 
a guinea per day. The bare wages and liyeries of 
<lie senrants exceeded one ^diOQsand pounds annually* 

« 

The furniture was die most magnificent of the 
Jdnd that. could be procured, iShe bad a most su. 
-perb service of plate, which formerly decorated 
4he table of a Frrach Prince of the Blood {die Duke 
de JBerri^) she paid from four to #re hundred 
pounds for her pier glasses, and her wine glasses 
were valued at near two guineas each. 

, • • • ' 

Mrs. Clarke, it appears, whilst she resided in 
Crioucester-Place, hsuH two ^coaches, from ^ight to 
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ten horses. Besides the house in town, his Royal 
Highness allowed her another at Weybridge, which 
it is presumed, must hare been of considerable mag-, 
nitude, as the mere oil cloth for the -passage is said 
to have cost fifty pounds. 

Magnificent, howeref, asl this establishment was, 
our heroine did not always sleep upon a bed of 
roses; she states that his R. H. had fixed her 
establishment at j^lOOO per month, but he fell 
lamentably short of his payment, in consequence of 
which some of those personages, whom the Romans 
denominated Muscgs or Umbras, in plain English 
Porbidden Guests, -occasionally haunted the man. 

> sion. Tradesmen became clamorous, attornies lent 
their liberal assistance, and duns and bailiffs inter« 

' rupted that felicity which the pleasures of such a 
place were so likely to inspire. 

Amongst the Tarious circumstances which cast a 
shade over the enjoyments of our heroine, and ulti. 
mately terminated in the separation, we shall com. 
mence with the /ollowing anecdote :— • 
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Whilst Mrs. CJarke resided in Tavistock-Place, ia 
the year 1803^ she became acqusunted with Mr. 
FeW) an auctioneer, who lived in Bemard-street, 
Russell-square, and who had a share in a glass con. 
cem in Holbom. His first introduction to her was 
upon the business of his being wanted by her to 
£t up a Grecian lamp in a back room. 

Mr. Few declared, that in' her conversation she 
seemed to be acquainted with almost every person 
that he knew, and that he never met with any per- 
son who, on a first interview, behaved so extremely 
polite and genteel to a stranger. 

Upon his calling another time to see whether the 
lamp was properly hung, he saw a cocked hat^ and 
upon his making some remark to the servant, she 
said her mistress was a gai/ young widow^ and had 
been it the masquerade th^ night before. 

Few brought an action against Mrs. Clarke for 
tlie articles which he had furnished her with : but 
was nonsuited. He obtained payment, however, 
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both of his bill and the costs aftervrards, upon her 
iHHnoyal to Gloucester-Place^ «ipoii sendiiig her the 
following letter and ^lelosure :-r^ 

** MadaiD) 

a 

'^ As I hare not heard from yon in reply to my* 
last letter, I think myself jnstlfied in informing yon^ 
that in the course of a week the inclosed hand-blll 
will be published, which no doubt wiH prerent any 
Other tradesman from subjecting himself to similar 
treatment. As the wording of the bill has re. 
ceived the legal sanction of Tery able men in the 
profession, I am perfectiy at ease in regard to any 
additional threats that may be hdd out to me. 

*^ I remain. 

' ». 

<^ Tour obedient ^errant, 

^ Mrs. Clarke, Gloncester-Hace, 
" No. 18, Portman-sqnare.*' 
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BS!SS9 

*' Caution to Tradesmen 
'^ This is to give notice to the tradesmen in the 
neighbourhood of Portman-square, that they can« 
not recover by law, any debt from Mrs. Mary Ann 
Clarke, formerly of Tiivistock-Place) Russell- 
Square, but now of Gloucesteir- Place, she being a 
married woman, and her husband now living, 
though his place of resideiice was unHnown even to 
herself ot her mother* These facts were proved on 
the trial of an action lately brought by a trades- 
man in Holborn, against this Mrs. Mary Ann 

> 
Clarke, for goods actually sold and delivered to her; 

but she availing herself of her coverture (which, to 
the great surprise of the plaintiff, she cantrroed to 
prove,) he could not by law obtain any part of his 
demand; and being consequently nonsuited, ai^ 

< 

execution former costs was, by her attorney^ actually 
put into his, the tradesman's, house. 

' This might afford ground to charge our heroin^ 

...•■■•. • 'J 

with want of principle; but we think the accusa- 

tion must fall to thegrounid upon a candid investi« 

gaion of the evidence that has tran spired upon the 



. n 
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late enquiry. The chief point upon which she ap* 
pean anxioni* when deserted by the Duke of 
York* is to obtain the means of paying her trades* 
men^s bilb. 

Indeed, from 1804 to 1806»the period in which 
she had an establishment in Gloucester-Place^ her 
tvsonrces were by no means equal to her scale of 
ezpences* 

Mrs. Favory says* that after the first quarter, she 
could never pay her debts properly. People were 
teazing her to pieces for money, and saying that sh# 
kept it. She addSf that when she informed her mis* 

4 

tress of these teazmg applications the answer she 
leceifed was, that his Royal Highness was very 
backward in bis payments, and that she must put 
tile people off, which she^ Mrs. F. accordingly did. 



The upholstery, it seemib 
ley, in Bond-atreet ; the china and i^assby Mort« 
lock» of Oxford-street ; the grates by Summem 
•Bd Rm^ Bond-street; and the plate by BidECtt. 
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Besides ibete, Mrs. Clarke had aome dealiAgi with 
P&rker» ta Fleet-street, and occasiouaUf witb 
Tomer, in Fdnces^ctreet. Sowetiaies these gea* 
tlemen refused to famish the articles, and werecla* 
morons to know whether hi» Royal Highness had 
seiiM 9!Ui Mrs, Clarke^ and given her money. To 
wUeh Mrs* Favory wonld reply in the negative^ 
bat as »>on as ake bad it, she would give it them. 

We cannot better describe the complete snb« 
jeetion of our Britifsh Mars to this modern Venus* 
tha&4>y submitting to inspection some of thoM 
amato^T' efiluAioas whicb^ would throw the strain* 
<)tfanOvid or Tibullus, a Petrarch or a Ha|B'^ 
mond, completely in the back ground. 

Many of lihose tender billets have bemi indeed 
destroyed, whscfa shewed how little coRsequenee 
the deity, to whose shrine this incense of flattering 
snbjection was offered, attached to her won^hipper ; 
attd?liow traly the Field-Marshal of Great Biitaiuy 

« 

the ,motto of whose private seal was ** N^ver 
Absent*' was in this, instance as mistaken as his 

n 2 
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mistrew was successful in selecting for her device 
Cupid riding on an au, with the appropriate mott« 
Teh wttt ma iujeU-^^^ For further particulars en- 
quire within.** 

«* August 4, 1905^ 
** How can I sufficiently express to my sweetest 
my darling lore, the delight which her dear, her 
pretty letter gave me, or how much I feel all the 
kind things she says to me in it i Millions and 
miUiohs of thanks for . it, my angel ! and be as- 
sured that my heart is fully sensible of your affec* 
tion, and that upon it alone its whole happiness 
depends. 

*'I am, however, quite hurt that my love did 
not go to the Lewes Races ; how kind of her tx> 
think of me upon the occasioii ! buti trust that she 
knows me too well not to be convinced that I can* 
not bear the idea of adding to those sacrifices which 
I am but too sensible that she has made to me. 

'* News my angel cannot expect from me fiona 
hence; though the life led her^ at least in the 
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family I am in^ is very hurrying, there is a same- 
Bess in it which afibrds little subject for a letter ; 
except Lord Chesterfield^s family, there is not a 
single person except ourselves that I know. Last 
night we were at the play, which went off better 
than the first night. 

** Dr. O'Meara called upon me yesterday mornings 
md delivered me your letter; he xoiahes much to 
preach before royalty ^ and ^ lean put him m the way 
qfitltoilL 

<- ■ 
** What a time it appears to me already, my 

Darlingf since we parted ; how impatiently I look 

forward to next Wednesday se'nnight ! 

** Grod bless you, my own dear, dear Love ! I 
shall miss the post if I add mora ? Oh ! believe me 
ever, to my last hour, youths and your^s alone.** 

' Addressed : 
"Mrs, Clarke, 

" to be left at the PostK>ffice, Worthing.* 

Indorsed : 
« Dr. O'Meara/* 

d3 
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«• Sandgate, Amgust 24, 1 804. 
^' How caD I snfiKciently express to my cktrUng 
LoTey my thanks for her dear, dear letter, of the 
delight which the assurances of her love give me ! 
Oh ! my angel ! do me justice^ and be con* 
vinced that there never was a woman adored as you 
ftre« Every day, every hour convinces me more 
apd more, that my whole happiness depends i;ipoQ 
you alone. What a time it appears to be since we 
parted, and with' what impatience do I look for* 
ward to- the day after to-morrow ; there are still 
however two whole nights before I shall clasp my 
darling in my arms! 

*^ How happy am I to learn that you are better ; 
I sjLilly however, will not give up my hopes of the 
cause of your feeling uncomfortable. Claoermg is 
mistahen^my angel, in iJUnking that any new regi^ 
ments are to be raided ; it is not uiiended, oniy second 
battalions to the existing corps j you had better, thert^ 
Jfore, tell him SO, and that yms were sure that there 
would be no use in applying for him» 
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9,Tea thooaand thanks, my love, for the hand- 
Iterchieft^ wUdi are delightful ; and I need not, I 
trast, assure you of the pleasure I feel in wearing 
them, and thinking of the dear hands vho made' 
them for me. 

" Nothing could be more satisfactory than the 
tour 1 have made, and the atate in which I have 
found every thing* The whole of the day before 
yesterday was employed in visiting the works at 
Dover ; reviewing the troops th^re, wd examining 
the coa3t as far «« thi9 place. From Folkstone I 
h»A a very good view of thos eof the French pamp. 

** Yesterd^^y I first reviewed the camp here^ and. 

ft 

afterwards the 14tli Light Dragoons^ who are cer- 
tain\y in very fine order: and from theace pro« 
ceeded to Brabourne Lees, to see four regiinent« of 
militia ; which, altogether, took me up near thirteen 
hours. I am now setting off immediately to ride 
along the coast to Hastings, reviewing the diflerent. 
corps as I pass, which will lake me at least as long;^ 
Adieu, therefore,iay sweetest, dearest love, till the 

D 4 
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day after to-morrow, 'and be assured that to mj 
last hour I shall ever remain your*8 and yoar*s 
alone. 

Addressed : 
•* George Farquhar, Esq. 
" No. 18, Gloucester-Place, Portman*§quare/* 

FOLK STONE, 
79, Indorsed: 
** Gen* Clavering, &c." 



Before we proceed with other billet dons frc^ 
the Duke» we shall, in pursuance of our plan^ 
illustrate and explain, by other written docu* 
ments. stated in the minutes of the House of Com« 
mons, not only the ascendency which our heroine 
possessed orer the mind of her paramour, but thr 
various modes and department, in which this 
agency was exerted. 

We wish, however, here to state distinctly, that 
we do not mean to enter, except in a very partial 
degree, upon the oral examinations at the bar of the 
House, but on the contrary by bringing togethet. 
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and contrasting the written documenUy to give as 
clear and persptcuoas a view of the cisise as can be 
fonnd in any publication upon the subject, without 
excepting the minutes of the House of Commons, 
which are now before us, and from whence the ac« 
curacy of our statement may be relied upon. 

To return to the preceding letters — That the 
tender passion was not alone the object of the 
Royal Duke*s correspondence! at least with Mrs. 
Clarke is obvious. She contrived occasionally to 
intermix some enquiries relative to the traffic she 
was carrying on, to which the Diikey although ac- 
quitted by a majority of tbe House, composed t 
however/of the usual materials which constitute 
ministerial majorities, of any direct connivance or 
participation in the bribe, nevertheless must be 
admitted not completely to have been gmltleaaly 
innocent ; although, if any term may be allowed 
to characterize the tortuous windings and special 
pleadings of Mr. Perceval's resolutions, he miist 
at least be admitted to have been imuKtntlif guilty 
#f the charges against him. ' * > 

D 5 
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III the nidtt of the Deeriet and Darltng8»8iid 
ail the botteyed sentencesi we bad alm^t said of 
love* we find two topics of basmessi ia answer to 
some applitations from the mistress d the I>ake» 
in faWmr of her protegees ; aod two efaaracten 
ifre brought upon the stage^ via, Doctor O'Meara, 
who wanted to purchase a Mitre, — 

80 lato Qod^ fM Inrd Mrdiags dmib^ 

Itad General Clavering, who wanted a regiment. 

We proceed to illustrate the reasons why this 
Reverend wauld-he Father in God> and this in- 
triguing General were mentioned by the Royal 
Duke in hisletter to his mistress. 

Amongst the documents found amongst Mrs, 
Clarke^s papers, was the testimonial of the Arch- 
bishop of Tuam, bearing testimony to the most 
unexceptionable character, independence, kc. 
It is as follows : 



« Sir, 
** In conBcqaence of y©ur application to. me, 1 
an refidj to give ample satisfaction, and to bear 
testimony, that I hare had assnrances from persona 
in whom I place the most implicit confidence, that 
you are a gentleman of most unexceptionable 
character in every respect ; of a respectable family 
and independent fortune. I have tht honour to be. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Crt$ceta, Bath, F<*. 17, 1806. 

Addressed : 
The Rev. Dr. O'Meara, 
Nou?. Alfred-Street. 



Here we find the credentials of the Rev. Father 
in God, in the possession of the Dttk> s mistress. 
Mrs. Clarke says, ^ the v«rf night i^t the Drfti 
was going to Weymouth, the Dr. called upon hear, 
the inoment Ae DulCe had l«ft the hwse at md- 
mM f thMt the thinks he m«st h»ve watched the 
T>ttke out I ita* tilt Doctor, who «Ma»i»jwti< 

v6 
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she was upon the 8tairB» said it was a very good op* 
portunity» for he was going to Weymouth imme- 
diately, and asked her im come down sturs agiuo, 
and write him a letter of introduction^ which she 

did. 

♦ 

This evidence is fally corrohorated by the ex- 
pression in the Duke's letter, viz. 

** Doctor <yMeam. called upon me yesterday 
morning, and delivered me your letter ; he wishes 
much to preach befo]:e royalty, and if I can put 
him in the way of it I will.'* 



Mrs. Clarke's Exammatum. 

Did you ever communicate Dr. 0'Mearit*s offer 
for a bishopric to the Commander in Chief ^— 
Yes, I did, and all his documaUs. 

' What was the Commander iii Chief's answer ? 
That he had preached ^fere bis Majesty, aiid Us 
Mi^ty did not like the O in bis &ame« 
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The Dukefs letter was dated August 34, 1804. 
The (oVLomng paragri^k appears in the Morning^ 
Post, under the head of Wejrmonth^ October 3, 
18Q5, Tiz 

<' The Rer. Dr. O'Meara preached on Sundlay 
an excellent Sermon (from Rom. cb. xii. 5.) on 
Universal Benevolence. He expatiated with great 
eloquence on the relation which ihepubUc andpri* 
vote affections bears to each other, and their use 
in the moral system. He inveighed with peculiar 
energy against the savage philosophy of the Frttich 
Deuts, who propose to erect a system of universal 
philanthrophy upon the ruins of the private cfftc^ 
turns which regard kindred, friends, benefactors^ 
and the poor, thus inverting the eternal oider^ of 
nature, by violently transferringall the lovely train 
of social affections from our relatives and friends 
to distant and unknown myriads. Whilst under 
these vague terms of attachment to, and of adyanc* 
ing the general good, the practice of every de^ 
baung vice finds a shelter^ and the perpetration of 






6t AUTHtlTTtC MXMdms Of 

cvarj boiTid crime a subterfuge. We wish oar 
young ecclesiastics would arouse themseWes, and 
shake off that mental langour which oppresses 
them in the pulpit, and shew themselves m eamcH. 
Sacred eloquence is certmnly in this country feeble 
and unimpresrive ; no other excellence can supply 
die want of animation. That sweet charm, that 
ukstid umctumt which Christian oratory demands, 
this gentlcflian possesses in. an eminent degree* 
* JEs lips are iovchedtmik the Ike coai from ef the 
ato*/ The King was rery attentive, and stood for 
nearly the whole of the sermon, (which we never 
sbRTved before) and expressed At9 Ugk apprsbation 
t9 ike Etui ofUxhridge and others^ whslsi the Qaeen 
md PrmeesseSj and ike whok audience were melted 
kito tears." 

R is trae, indeed, that the invest i g at ion in the 
HoBse of Commons was confined to abuses in the 
anay. Notinng, however, can more strongly 

* 

evince the extensive influence of Mrs. Clarke over 
every department which papa's favorite boy eoutd 
influence of controL The allusion in the letter is 
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we tnuft, tofficieiktly etq^ntted, and flirdier iafe^ 
rence or cemment would be iosuUing the judg- 
tnent of our rtadert. 

We new piroceed to explain how far « Genertl 
Clcvering {a&w upon dnty at the Old Bailey) was 
mistaken/ andalthoogh he dedared, at the Bar of 
the House, he did not conceive that Mrs. Clarke 
had any influence with his Royal Highness, we 
diall«eehow£lr thep^Eiof theHanourable 6aie« 
ral directly gwve the lie to his tongue. 

General Ckvering infenaed the Mouse that he 
had nerer any thing to say to Mn. Clarke on mili- 
taiy iAttrs,th«t he did not conceive Ae had any 
interest with the ]>uke upon these mattsfs. Mifb 
Clarke, on the contrary, who is not now in New« 
gitteftr ptevarieation, stated, that General Cknrer* 
ittg beingadistressedinasi, then a GeJlone], shehad 
vpeken to Ae Ihike: respecting him ; and had n 
great Jhal^fdMcvAty, more so than as to any 
other man that she ever i^f^ied for in getting tmy 
sortoFeisploymetttibrkim. At^astshefrcfittsd 



6$ AVTUMVTIC KlMCXiaS OF 

in the Duke's letter^ commencixig 'VCkveriag is 
mi8take% my angd^ there aie to be Jao new re^^* 
meatSi &c.'' 



<' Bisho]f9 WaUkam, 5th Sept 1804'. 

• ** My Dear Mm* C. 

*^ You mention that hit Hoyal Highness did not 
comprehend my proposal ; my idea was this : the 
Defence Act, article 30, states, ^ that men to be 
raised by that act, are not compellable to serve 
out of the United Kingdom, and islands imme- 
diately attached/ And in 32, * that theiy riiall not 
remain embodied fpr more than six months after the 
peace/ We have already experienced the fatal ne- 
cessity of disbanding corps at an apparent conclu* 
sion of war, and the mbchiefs arising from holding 
out temptation to men to extend their services. 

^' My proposal then was, to raise a battaliop for 
gaurai and wiUmited 9crxke^ by the voluntary oiTcrs 
of a stipulated number of men from each regi- 
ment of militia, at a certain bounty, in the same. 
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rnmaner at some of o«r rcgimeiits were augment- 
cd daring the latt war. The battalioa to be solely 
officered from, the half-pay list» by which govem* 
ment would at once acquire a certain effectiTe 
and well-disciplined force, whose services they can 
to any p^od command, andha^-pay to be light- 
ened^ and the militia colonels have i^o reason tf> 
growli sinoc it is determined that their establiab* 
BMntis to be redncadt towards which the Bien a» 
?«^iinte^ring would conduce. 

** Should an opportunity Qccufi do submit the 
plan to his Royal Highness^ without arguing too 
strongly upon it, as be must be tired to death 
with proposals ; and as I would not appear, even 
through so circuitous a channel, to trespass on.his 
patience, when so recently under an obligation 
for my present appointment. 

** If you approve of dry reading, get the defence 
a^t to refer to, and do communicate all the good 
things in the good town.'^ 
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The following are a few more Notes> which will 
sufficiently prove the footing upon which the Ge- 
neral stood with his dear Mrs. Clarke. 



*« Dear Mrs. C. ^BSept 

^* I shall not pursue the patridges on the 1st of 

September; on the contrary, propose being in 

Xondoninthe course of the morning, and beg you 

will send me word at the Prince of Wales's caSee^ 

* 

housci whether you can receive me in boots abou^ 
six, ^r later, if you please. 

•* Very truly your's, 

H. M. CLAVERINO.*' 
*^ Mrs. Clarke, 18, Gloucester-place, 
f^ Portman-square, London.^' 



Bishop's Waltham 11 N&v. 1804. 
•« My dear Mrs. C. 

•* The purport of this is to thank you for 
your attempt to serve me, tho' unsuccessful, the 
inclinatian being the same. On Sunday next I pro- 
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IHwe being in town, if possible, for one day only* 
Can you so contriye that we shali meet? 

Your*8 very traly^ 

H. M. CLAVERING. 

*^ Mrs« Clarke, 18, Gloucester-place, 
Portman-square^ London.'^ 



^ Bishofi WdikamyDec. 12, 1804. 
^« My dear Mrs. C. 

r 

** There is a strange report, that some new 
regiments are about to be raised, which, tho* in« 
credible, I will be obliged to you to ascertain the 
truth of, and to acquaint me s9on oi posdble* 
W. O. left me this morning for town, to return 
again next week. 

f • Very truly your's, 

H. M. CLAVERING. 

^ Mrs. Clarke, IS, Gloucester-place, 
^< Portman^square, London.'' 
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COLONEL wardij:*s charges. 

These, which were eiglitiiinuinber, Mr.Wardle 
pre&ced bj ebservii^^That the first establishment 
under the controul of the Commander in Chirfto 
which he wonid call the attention of the House^ 
was the Half-pay Fund, arising from the sale of 
commissions vacant, either byjdeath, by promotion, 
where officers were not allowed to sell, or my dismis- 
sals. The legitimate pow«r wliich the Commander 
in Chief possessed over this fund was either tfaat of 
rewarding* deserving officers with any of tjbe com^ 
missions wbich fell in, or of causing them to be sold^ 
and the money applied either to the redeniptioo of 
the Half-pay List, or in aid of ihe x^ompassioAaie 
Fundi If he could prove that commLssions, so vtH 
cated as he had described, had been sold, and ap- 
plied to different purposes, he should establish the 
fact, that the original intention of the Half-pay 
Fund had been abandoned ; for in such cases he 
should prove, that netAer had meritrecetved aay 
reward, the Half-Pay List experienced anyireduc- 
tion, nor the Compassionate Fund obtained any as- 
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nsluioe. In the year lM3,)i» Koyal Higbaeis die 
ComiiMinder id Chief took a imnobovie liome in 
Gloiicesiter-plttce, eogaged a full establishmeiit of 
servants, and placed at tfaeir head a ladj of the 
Bsume t{ Clarke, whom he should frequently have 
occastcn to mention in the conr^ of what he had 
to say. ^nd here he trusted that th^ house would 
be convinced, from the oumber of facts which lie 
should ha;ve to aUedge, and the number <^ nameB 
which he would distisictly and unequiTocal]y de- 
clare, that he had sot taken up this subject on 
light pounds* 

lirtt Charge* 

In the fin(t case that he would submit to the 
House, Major Tonyn, (then Capt Tonyn) of the 
3 Ist regiment, and Lieutenant Donovan, of the 
Royal Garrison Battalion, were concerned. The 
former, asheimderstood,for he had not the honour 
of his aequaintonce, was a most meritorious officer, 
and, he trusted, tiiat he should not^e considered 
as CBsting'any reflection on him by stating precisely 
whftt had ceme to fata knowledge with respect to 
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this transaction. Capt. Tonjrn, althonghihe son of 
a distinguished general not having been fortunate 
enough to obtain the promotion for which he was 
anxiousy was, by Captain Huxley Sandon, of the 
Royal Waggon Train, introduced to Mr. Clarke. 
In consequence of that introduction an agreement 
was entered into between Mrs. Clarke and Capt. 
Tonyuy that on the promotion of the latter to th^ 
majority of the 3 1 st he should pay Mrs. Clarke the 
sum of 5001. through the hands of Mu Donovan. 
Before he proceeded it would be necessary to ap- 
prise the House who Mr. Donovan was^ In the 
year 1 802 he had been appointed a lieutenant in the 
4th Royal Garrison Battalion, and had afterwards 
been removed to the 11 th Garrison Battalion, in 
which he still continued. The House would natu- 
rally ask what this gentleman*s services have been. 
Certainly not of a military nature; for from his first 
appointment to the present hour Mr. Donovan had 
not gone near his regiment, having, as it were, ob*^ 
tained perpcftual leave of absence; a circumstance 
at which,wben tbeHouse became better acquainted 
with the kind of services which Mr. Donovan had 
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itctually rendered^ they would not be at all sur- 
prised. To return to the case which he had beet 
stating, the 6001. lodged by Captain Tonyn with 
Mn Donovan was paid into the hands of Mrs. Clarke 
by Captain Huxley Sandon, and Capt. Tonyn ob- 
tained his majority. Now the regulation 'price of a 
majority was llOOl.; so that the half-pay fund loi^ 
llOOl. for the purpose of putting 5001. in Mrs. 
Clarke's pockct« This 50bL he could prove was im- 
mediately paid by Mrs. Clarke to Mr. Birkett the 
silversmith, in part of payment for a service of plate 
sent him to Gloucester-Place, atid the deficiency for 
which was paid by the Commander in Chief. It 
j^Kls evidently appeared* that his Royal Highness was 
in this instance aft absolute partaker of the benefit 
.derived from this nefarious transaction; and the 
House would be aware^ that to prove the truth or 
falsehood of the circumstances which he had stated 
no less than five witnesses might be summoned to their 
bar, namely, Major Tonyn, Mrs. Clarke, Captain 
Huxley Sandon, Mr. Donovan, and the executor of 
Mr. Birkett, 
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In consequence of the al>sence- of Capt. SandoA 
Mr. W#rdle commeDced with the 



Second Chai'gf^ 

• The second case which he should adduce of the 
influence j^ossessed by Mrs. Charke in military maN. 
•tersy was an exchange which took place between 
Ueut. Col. Brooke and Licutw Col. Knight. Inthis 
Begociation Dn Thynne^ a medical gentleman of 
high respectablity, was concerned. It was agreed 
betwixt him and Mrs. Clarke^ that if the latter could 
effect the wish-for exchange^ she should receive an 
ecknowledgment of 2001. It chanced that just at 
this time Mrs. Clarke had strong inclination to make 
an excursion into the country : she stated her wishes 
to the Commander in Chief, and informed his Royal 
Highness that they might be gratified without any 
expense to himself> as an opportunity then offered of 
obtaining a sum of 200L provided his Royal High* 
ness would cause the exchange of Col. Brooke and 
Col. Knight to take place. On the very next Sa- 
turday the exchange of these officers was ga0etted% 
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Wtliis fact he 'could prove the reality by the tfvi- 
d<Hice of -Lieut. Cdl. Brooke^ Lieut. Co)« tCnight, 
Mrs. Clarke, and Dr. Thynne. As a contrast to 
the facility with which the exchange t)f these two 
officers was effected, he would mention a citcum** 
stance which had occurred a tew weeks ngo^ and 
which showed how difficult it was for officer, even 
of high rank and great respectability, to obtain' the 
inost reasonable indulgence, without availing them* 
solves of undue means. Major Macdonald ' and 
Major Sinclair, men of high military character, 
were placed in the following predicament. They 
were both in bad health. Major Macdonald, with 
whom the -climate of England agreed infinitely 
better than that of the West Indies, received orders 
to join his regiment, which was in one of the West 
India Islands. Major Sinclair, with whom, on the 
contrary, the climate of the West Indies agreed 
better than that of England> was most anxious to 
exdiange with Major Macdonald : but notwith* 
standing the utmost exertions were used by both 
these officers to obtain an object so desirable by them 
both , they failed in their endeavours. The Coramafidcr 

£ 2 
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h\ Chkf forced Major Macdonald to go abroad, h^ 
forced Major Sinclair to stay at home, and both had 
since fallen victims to this cruel arrangement, from 
not having oflfcred a bribe in a quarter when, per- 
haps, they were not aware that it would have bcea 
unblushingly accepted). 

Third Charge. 

*the third case which he should mention "was that 
of Major Shawe ; and on that occasion Mrs* Clarke 
must have exerted her influence more strongly than 
iLsual 'f for it appeared that Major Shawe was no f^^ 
vourite of the Commander in Chief. Mrs. Clarke 
and Mr. Shawe^ however, soon came to a right un^ 
derstanding, and the latter consented to give the 
former no less a sum than lOOOU on being appoints 
«d deputy barrack'-mastcr general at the Cape of 
Good Hope<i Major Shawe^s appointment to that 
situation was in consequence gazetted on the 5d of 
Aprily 1807* He immediately, paid himself, into 
Mrs. Clarke's hands, 3001,^ soon after he sent h^ 
i^OOK more, through his uncle Mr. Shawe* For th« 
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.zcmaining 500). Mra.. Clarke applied in vain; and 
wbe% after, repeated attempts; she found that she 
had no chance of it/ she complained to the Com- 
mander in Chief, who. felt so much. enraged at thi& 
circumstance, that he immedktely put Major Shawe 
on half-pay. He (Mr* Wardle) had in his possessioa 
a letter of Major Shawe's, complaining heavily of the 
treatment he had experienced. Mcs. Shawe had also^ 
ivntten to Mr$. Clarke, and threatened her and the 
^Copnmander in. Chief with a public exposure of the 
whole transaiptioii>- ^les& justice' were immediately 
^ne. her hitsband^ but' in vain. This case pretfy 
.clearly shewed, that Mrs* darke^i^ infiueiice Extended 
to the stafifaa well as to the other departments c^f the 
military service ;> and by reducing all individual froia 
^1 pay, ki consequence abne of his breach of suck 
an iniquitous bargain, the Commander in Chief haxi 
nvade {limself 4 direct party to the transaction^ 



Fourth Charge^ 

The fourth case to which he should call the atten- 
tion of the house, related to a levy under the direc- 

k 3 
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tion ofCol. French, Colonel French applied, iiii the 
yettiF 1 S04, for permission to conduct the levy of a 
Tcgimc»t. This levy was set on foot by the influence 
of Mrs. Clarke, to whom Co). French was introduced 
by Capt. HuxPiPy Sandon, and an agreement took 
place, by which it was stipulated that Mrs. Clarke 
should receive a given stim oat of the bounty of each 
fiian, and have the patronage of a certain number «f. 
oi8icei%. This agrecnw'Bt Mrs. Clarke immediately 
made knoWn to the Puke of York, and then seat 
Col. French to the Horse Guards te: wak on bis 
Royal Highness, where, after several interviews, he 
succeeded in obtaining hlfi object. As the levy pro- 
ceeded, Mrs. Clarke repeJ^vjBd several' sums from Col. 
French, from Capt. Huxley Sandon, and from a 
Mr. Corri. One 'sum of 5001. she rea'ived by the 
hands of Mr. Corri, which was paid to him by Mr. 
Cockayne^ a solicitor of eminence hi London, ess- 
ployed by Col. French, 

Fifth Charge. 

The fifth case which he should state it would be 
necessary for him to revert to Lieutenant t)onovaft. 
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6f Ae Royal Garrison Battalion, who was the agent 
of an old oflacer, a Capt. Tuck, and who had 
actually given to that officer a written list of the prices 
at which Mrs, Clarke would engage to procure 
TOilitary promotions, namely, for a majority $00). 
for a company 7001. for a lieutenancy 4001. and 
for an ensigncy 200K Now, the regulation price* 
were, for a majority 2,600l. for a company 1500L 
for a lieutenancy 550U and for an ensigncy 4001. j 
-i^o that the Half-pay List," and the Compassionate 
Fund roust evidently have sustained the rooat mate- 
rialinjury. 

Sixth Charge;. 

^The sixth case that he should bring forward wa» 
oi a still more pointed nature^ and bore on the Com- 
Boander in Chief alone. He ^as prepared to prove 
that the Commander in Chief was tp have had , a 
loan to a considerable amount from Col. French, or 
his agent^ on conditions of successfully using his 
influence to ^procure for Colone! French a large 
arrcar due to him from governmcnt> for the ver;j7 levy 

b4i 
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of which he had already spoken. His Royal High-* 
ness did iise his influence, but did not succeed, and 
did not receive his loan ; and it was a fact, that at 
that moment there was due from government to Co]< 
French no less a sum than 3000]. 



Seventh Charge. 

The seventh case which he should intrude on the 
patience of th^ House, was that of Capt. Maling^ 
who, being appoiiited an ensign in the 87th reginient, 
on the 28th of November, 1805, was made a lieute- 
nant on the 26th of December, 18G6, ^nd obtained 
a company in the African Corps, on the 15th of 
September, 1808. This African corps, by the way, 
was commanded by CoL Gordon, the Diike of York's 
private secretary. Captain Maling wjis a man o"f 
unexceptionable character; he meant to cast no re-^ 
flection upon him, but he certainly had had the good( 
fortune to be a clerk in ]\lr. Greenwood's office, lind 
he could prove, that though an ensign in 1805, he 
was at Mr. Greenwood's desk in 1807. But what; 
was worse, was this, that in three years, without an 



hoMT of actual service, he was put over the heads of 
all the subalterns in the army, consisting of hundred* 
of brave men who had long served their country— 
who had shed their blood in her defence and in the 

m 

asseFtton of her glory, and many of whom had evett 
lodged money for the purchase of that promotioik 
which Capt. Maling had thus easily obtained. 
Whether this was doing justice to the British army 
or not, he left the House to determrae. 

This char^ was not substantiated^ 



Eighth Charge^ 

llie eighth case to which he would draw the at- 
tention of the House,, and on which he could speak 
from his own knowledge, was,.that there existed a 
public office in the city, open to all comers, where 

r 

military commissions were offered for sale at the n> 

duced prices which Mrs. Clarke used to exact ;. and 

the agientfr of which declared they were so enabled to 

offer them by Mrs. Carey, the present favourite of 

liis,Royal Highness ; and further, that in addition tp 
' ■ - - » 

s 5 
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commissions in the anny, thoy liad the power of pro^ 
curing all descriptions of places in the church and 
state. Nay, those agents liad not fauesitatcd to give it 
under their own hands, that they were .employed by 
two of Ihe fivst officers of his Majesty's administrar 
tion»* 



COL. FRENCH'S LEVY. 

Mrs^Clarkt's Correspondence xcith Capt Sandon, 

RI r. Wardle has stated m his charges,, that not only 
in the ann^y, but in various departments, both in 
church and state, places were thus corruptly disposei^l: 
of; it has also appeared that writcrships and other 
appointment^ under the East India Company ; places 
in the bank, &c». have also beea corruptly sold. 

. * On Mr. Wordless lueing requested to name the agents, be 
add tfie oifioes he alluded to Vere held in a court off Threads 
needle>street ^'that the names of the agents were Haylop and 
PuUen : and that the persona in administration said to be 
connected with them were the Lord Chancellor and the Duire 
cf Portland. The House was coumlsed with laughter at the 
outrageous absurdity of charges which stumbled all beliefs 
pi-osecutiuns however have been commenced and some of 
the forties wiO be pu^ upon th^ triai. 
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Ri support of these charges we cannot more eiR?c- 
tually convince our readers, than by laying befoter 
them the documents whick are printed in the mi^ 

nutcs*. ^ 

We shali" begin with the correspondence of Captl. 
Sandon, who we find wasintrbduced to Mrs. Clarke;, 
through Mr.'Cbrriythe miusick mastcr^who^as well bH 
Captain Sandon^ were clients of Mn Cock^ne> who' 
it will be recollected received the vei^y handsome fee 
of 2001. from^his tormentor of catgut ; after whicb 
we ^hull give the correspondence of Mr. Rowland 
Maltby, of Fishmongers' Hall.. . 

> • 

R is necessary here to observe, that Capt. Sandoi)^ 
anid Colonel French had applied for a levy thrbu^ 

the medium of Mr». Clarke; the former of whony 

■ ■ ■. , . i* 

became acquainted' with this lady througk Xh^ 
medium of Mr* Cockayne,, to both of whom thej. 
were clients^.. 

Mrs. Clarke was first known to Mr. Cockayne 
throughMr. Corri,,Xhe music osast^r*, . 

s 6 
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The tenns of Mrs, darkens iutcrfcrence were: to 
have been at first 5001. ; there was however some 
subsequent alterations, and she was to have zeccived 
a guinea acklitional ibr every man raised* 

Mrs, Clarke^ who, as will appear from the cor* 
pqndencc was extremely short- of cash, says she wa» 
tcazed «very day about this levy. Colonel Ffenck 
eoroplaining of other parties having larger bounties 
than were allowed to his levy, which hart his recruits 
ifig very much, was desirous of having bis bounties 
increased* 

'■* 

The bounty was originally thirteen guineas which 
trough the interest of Mrs. Clarke were increased to 
nineteen. I>uring this period .Mrs». Clarke says that 
she wasteazed every day, and she always told, o^ 
gave }i. R. H. CoL French's notes. 

It will be recollected that the evidence of thai 
much injured young female strongly comes in aid of 
this assertion of Mrs. Clarke's ; for about this period 
it was, that Miss Taylor, as nearly as she could re-« 
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^llecty stated, that the Doke of York said, I am 
conimuiUy loorried by CoU French — he worries mt 
eontinuaUy about the lect/ businesfj and is akwaifs xoant^ 
iag something irtore in his awn favour. Turning i» 
Mrs. Clarke, I think, she states, he said, '^ tfow docs 
ke behave to you, DarUng f or some such kiiid word» 
as he used to use; that Was all that was said. 

On being further (questioned. Do you recoiled 
any thing further passing than what you ^have stated f 
Mrs. Clarke replied, ** Middling; not very wfell.*^ 
That was all that she said. The Duke said, >'' Master 
French must mind what he is about, or I shall cut up 
hifn and his ieta/ too,^* 

< * 

Mrs. Clarke says she stated to the Commander im 
Chief that she was to derive pecuniary advantages 
from this levy, and be premised her ^at Coldtae) 
French should have a levy — that she received^ ia 
consequence 500 guineas, bank notecf making u^ the 
sum of guineas, 5001. of which she paid to Birkett, 
on account for a - service of plate, and his Rjoyal 
Highness told her he paid the remaimfer by his^dwa 
bills. 
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This fact was proved by John Messenger, assistant 
to Mr Birkett, who stated that certain bills drawn 
by Ciarkc on Farquhar were taken op by the Duko 
of York — that they received oiithe l^th September^ 
a draft of the duke of York's, dated on the l^th of 
January,; I8O6, for 4001, dated forward: thrct 
monthsV and due on the 18th February. He ah6 
stated other bills drawn by Bell on Millard, and one 
drawn by bell on Pritchard,^. for lOOU each, and a 
promissory note made by the Duke of York,. payable 
to Parker, dated on the 8 th of February,, at four 
months, for230L. 

The bill for 4001: was taken up in 1805^ Mh 
Parker had Mrs. Clarke's jewels as a security £b£: 
these advances* 

The payment of these biHs were afterwards provect 
hy a clerk in the house of Messes* Coutts and Co* 
H. R. H's bankers. 

We have in some degree digressed* to connect the 
links of evidence, and give our readers a bird's ey^ 
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view of the whole of the transaction, relative to Col. 
French's levy, which Col. Gordon complained of was 
so Exceedingly ui^rodturtive^ that it must be discon- 
tinued. 

We now proceed to. Captain Sandon's correspoa- 
flence. 



No: r. 

r 

•* Sir, 
" Perhaps you may have forgotten there was 
such a person in existence as the writer. I h|Lve 
been in the country for a year and a half, and I am 
but just returned from it, to remain in town ; and I 
should feel myself particularly obliged if you will 
fevour me imth your friend Colonel FreficJis addres»y 
or his agent in the inn, in Holborn,, which has slip- 
ped my memory. Pray forgive the trouble, and 
believe me your most obedient 

MARY ANN CLARKE."^ 

Captain Sand|en,. 
Royal Waggon Drivers* 
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No. 2. 



«i 



14y Bedford-Place^ Bussel-Square^ 
July 23. 
<* Dear Sir, 
^' On Saturday I ¥ne» favoured wrtk your an- 
swer, but as I have removed from HoUis-Stieet to 
tbis place, to save you the trouble of calling there,, 
these lines are addressed you. 

^ I am now with my mother, and, I fear,^ for 
the whole of the summer. I did not want any thing 
of French but to ask him a question, 

I a&i, dear Sir^ 

Your obliged, &c. &c. 

MARY ANN CLARKE.* 

« 

'f Captain Sandon, Royal Waggon, Train. 

Twopenny Post unpaid, TottenhaOoi C. R.'' 
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No. 3. 

• ' '• •» ■ 

*' Mrs. Clarke will be glad of a call from Captaia 
Sandon, if he is returned to town, to day or to- 
morrow. 

**^ Ghucester-Place,. Tiiday^^ 
^'Colonel Sandipn, Westminster Bridget 



No. 4. 



** I am thoroughly convinced of the money being 
too trifling. I have mentioned it to a person who know!^ 
the full value of these things; so you may tell Bacon 
and Spedding they must give each of them more 
two hundred, and the captains must give me ^fty 
each more. I am now ofiR^red eleven hundred for att 
older officer. 

^ t must have an answer this evening to this, as 1 
am to speak with him on it. I have mentioned as, 
your being concerned for me. I go to the little 
theatre this evening.'* 
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Let us pause a moment, to reflect upon the modb- 
in which this traffic is carried on, and we may confi- 
dently observe that these written documents will 
throw more light upon this subject than all the 
viva voce evidence int^duced at the bar of the 
House, although thai evidence strictly corroborated 
the written documents,, and the wri^u documents 
in, return contributed to form one close^ compact 
and solid body of evidence. 

Mrs. Clarke applies to Captain Sandon for the* 
addre^ of Colonel French^ of whom she «ays she 
y^Qj^ts nothing but t« ask a ijuestion* 

' - - • 

la the two last letters we find her chaffering 
about the price of commissions^the money, as &ha 
has beea informed by a person who knew theftfll 
value of those things (possibly Mr. Donovan) wa^ 
too little, " so Bacon aftd Spedding must give each 
of them more two hundredy and the captains must 
give^ijy. each more..'*' 

«I am now oficred eleven kmdx^dfov^ older, 
officer'* 
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• Does not the insulted spiirit of the English redder 
fiame with indignation at the concluding part df 
this letter-^Does not the expcrieiKcd officer, whosb 
only interest is perhaps the regulated price, which he 
can muster with difficulty, by sacrificing the com- 
forts of gray-headed parients, tremble at such 
aji>use ? Will not his exertions be paralysed^ anii 
will he not sink into all the apathy of despair, whea 
he finds himself thus sacrificed to the avarice and 
caprice of this Petti coajted Field-Marshal and Com- 
mander ixK Chief; although, perhaps, the veteran 
candidate might have acquired his scars in the 
field, or wasted his health in the sultry and pcsti-^ 
Icntial climes of India,. 

• " ' . ■ . ■ / . - 

V 

. To. the immortal honor, however,, of Cblonel 
Wardle, and the patriotic Members. of the House df 
Commons, this abuse is at length chex^ked, and w.c 
trust, by perseverance, will be eventually sup- 
prcsscd- 

The postscript of this letter carries something also 
expressive at once of impatience and njystety* 
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'^ Musi have an an&wer this evening, as sbe is ft^ 
see Him upon U^ 

Kcc Dem intcfsit ctigniis mai flndioe Bodns- 

Him !!! « Who is this stupendous stranger? She 
is to see him upon tL 

Upon wkcUf ^Will any one doubt the answer. 

The next letter introduces Mr. Corn, who, the 
reader will recollect, talked of long nosed, and ugly 

• 

faces, destroyed Mr. Clarke's letters, and was the 
worthy and liberal associate wkh that unblemished 
solicitor, Mr. Cockayne. 

Prostitutes, fiddlers, usurers, pawnbrokers, attor* 
neys, army*brokers, and H. R. H. the Field-MarshaF 
of Great Britain. Mercy on us, what an heteroge-^ 
nous mixture ! but in these times 

*< Motfcy^ ycrar4»i1y wear.*^ 

> 
This makes OTCeefe's expression no joke : 

« Aksander, Julius Caesar, Wat Tyler, and Jack Sixam:^ 
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T^e fdllowitig letter will also prove to the people 
«f England, h6w votes, upon particular occcasions^ 
are obtaiaed from their representatives! ! 



No. 5, 

" Colonel Sandon, 
** Will you, my good Sir, drop me a line Oi^ 
Monday morning, saying if you have been able to 
ipjluence any person xuho is with Pitt to attend the 
House on Monday, to give his vote. 

. *' I have this morning received the inclosed from 
CoiTi, and where he marks under, he alludes to your 
business, and as I know he is ^ story-teller, I send 
you his letter. I ^m, &c' 

" M. A. CU:^RKE.'* 
" Col. Sandon, No. 15, Bridge Street, 
Westminster Bridge,** 
" Pitfs Motion, ^c. Corri^ — coinplainant!' 



' So here we have corruption wit"h a vengeance — • 
hcie was corruption in the army- to be used 



94 AVTHEFTIC MEMOIRS 0» 

for corrupting the representatives of the peojfe;' 
to pollute and poison the very source and fountain 
\vhich can alone purge the Angean Stable^ «nd re^ 
store the country to a state 'of sound and pristine 
health; but the Guardian Angel of Great Britain 
has detected the corruption, and we trust he has not 
interposed his ^gis too late for the salVatioh of the 
Country. 

We shall proceed to give the following letters 
M'ithout any comment ; they will sufficiently speak 
for themselves ; and we trust, that the whole of the 
ptoceedings in this most important investigation will 
prove, that instead of the conspiracy against the 
House of Brunswick; there has bbcn a conspiracy 
not only against the army, but the Constitution of 
England, 



No. 6. 

« Dear Sir, 

** He will do it so let the ph)posals be sent in 

by when he gets* to town, which will be as soon as 
you get thisy/br one thousand at fifst»«<-~Ti^ Duke 
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^ Cambridge has alreud^ four thouBand, You have 
not any occasion to be very particular as to their 
bdng Protestants, for I dont think it of any conse- 
quence to him!!! I think you had better attend 
hiiH on Tuesday, to ask his opinion of the papers 
sent in on Saturday, as I told him I had seen the 
proposals, which you intended to alter and leave 

that evening. l*ray when you go put on a nic^ 

pair of boots, and let it be about half past 3. 

" Adieu — burn tlJis." 
r 
** Mrs, Clarke's Letter, relative to German LevyJ^ 



No. 7. 
^* Cati yoti give me a call to-day about obe 6t 
two, or about five ? I wish to see you much. I'ell 
Spedding to write in for what he wants, as the P. 
snp that he is much the besi. Can ym get half A 
dozen or so that want interest f-^l want monej/^ 
>which is more imperious. This is what 1 want to see 
you upon, so you had better see Cilpin first. What 

is become of Bacon ? 

* ' 

^* Colonel Sandon, 

*^ Interest and Money ^ 
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No. 8. 

" Dear Sir, 
^' Pray do something for me soon as possible; the 
DuJce told me this morning you must get on faster 
with your men; he has written to town for that pur« 
pose. You had better send me the exact number of 
all you have sent, and I will shew it him. 
** Colonel Sandon. 
" He complains of the slowness of recruiting the 
levy." 
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*' I send this by a servant to Hatnpton, hoping 
you will get it sooner. • 

** Dear Sir, " Thursday jnoming* 

" The Duke has neither seen General Tonyn nor 
his son —his son he does not know, and it is six 
months since he saw the General. He has ordered 
him to be gazetted, and is fearful it will be done ere 
he can stop it — ^he will be at the office to-morcow, 
and if not too late,, will stop it. He assured m« it 
toas entirely owjmg to me that he thought to do the best 
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AfMtt and BHgh 

^|?ttiffii^ him where two others Majors have left 

wid he would of course be Ihvo steps ligher. 

** I hope io see ydu to-morrow, when you will be 
^ble -to give me the answer from ToByn; shall be in 
town about 5^ 



** The King and all tliei Family ate coming to 
visit the Duke, being Ms Hrthrday ! ! ! Full of com- 
pliment you see. 

** 12 o'clock, VrWx August, 1804. 
'^Colonel Sandon, No. 15, Bridge-street, 
Westminster Bridge, London." 

" i2 o'clock, « Two-Penny POST 

August 17, 1804, Noon. Twickenhami* 



No. 10. ^ 

' - . - » * 

"•* Mrs. *Clarke^6 compliments await Col. Sandpn^ 
Ihlttks it best for him ml io come to her box this even* 
ingy as Greenwood goes with both the Dukes this 
iveningy and of course will watch whtre your eyes direct 
now and then ; and' should he see and know Colonel 

r 



9S AUTHBKTZC HEHO^KS (XT 

43-....-.^ may make some Tonark by siiying or taUt* 
ing.of the Lccy business, and it may be burtful t^ 
his and Mrs. C. s future interests. 

^< 9th Oet. 1804* See Richard Ccetir cle Lion. 
^^ Col. Sandon, No* d, Lyon\ Inn. 



% No. U, 

*' Dear Sir, 
^' Gapt'n Tonyn cannot be made this month a) I 
expected; the D. tells it will be at l^ast three 
weeks, heliaving so much to do in reviewing : imd 
there are some other promotions wm to take {>lac&-^ 
haweoer the thing is done^ 

** The little boy will be attended to. On Mondaj^ 
I shall go to VauxhaU with a party, when perhaps I 
shall have the pleasure of seeing you; it b the only 
night this summer I shall have the opportunityi ^ 
on that Bight he is obliged to attend tke House ijf 
tjurdsy as they expedt a great fighi on Fitfs motion. 
\ shall at tome time take an opportunity of meii^ 



>ibning your majority. I asked him what he tiought 
ofym f AD--- dever fellow— F<w are to'haoe 
the bounty that Pitt is to gioe to the Une^ bo that 

every thing goes on well^ I told hii^ I should see 

. • ■ - . ' ■' ' ' • • . - 

yoti at Vauxhall on Monday. r>am now at th« 

s 

-end of my paper, so shall sfty adieu> 

" He says General Tonyn is a stupid oUfellovh 
''> Relative to the majority and advance of bounty. 



M 



Colonel Sandon, No. 1 5, &idge-street, 
Westminster Bridge." 



No. 1^. 

** Wei/bridge^ Ftiddy NdOtt. 
« Dear Sir, ''bum this 

" I haxfe mentioned the Majority to the D , he 

is very agreeable to it ; it is the nephew of the 
Gen'l ; his son purchased a rompany last Week " 
Dbyou think itat ieill possible to oblige me on Monday 
with one hundred, I shall be in town Sunday. If I 
had had the pleasure of seeing you at the races, I 

r 2 






intended to We poinfal yam <M "io tkc^ D.' 

If you ar6 in |own» will ypH haj^p the .goodness t^ 

send a line in ansver* It will oblige' ^ndi youHr 

inoet 

'^^ Ofeedt. M. A. G * 

^ Colonel Sando;i| Ko. 1$, Bridge-stteety 
Westminster Bridge, London.'' 

*" Majority, June Sth, IB04^^ 
C 4 

JUN 9, ESHER 



No. 13. 

"" Thursday. 
** Pil tdl you, Col. French, you can materially 
serve^ me, by giving me «. bill for two hmdred, for two 
mmtth or ten weeks. 

^^ I shall at all times be happy to sorvc you in aliy 
way* I like Capt. Sandon extremely, Imffpose heU 
^numag^g person f ^'MyA.C^** 

^* Drop me a line in answerti 
''^ 1st letter from Mrs. Clarke;^ 
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No. 14, 
'^ Miia CtexkelB coinpliiii^t» attend on Ctdond; 
Sandoii) will be |btd to s^ him to-iaorsow fronii 
«tef en till c«3l$« 

Thw-iday^ Teh. 528." 
Two-Penny POST, « Colonel Sandon,. 

Coventry-street. *' No. 8, Lyon's Inn,, 

** Wychi^tjeet^ 



No. 15^ 

" My dear Sir, 
^ I am vexed to deaths you will kftoir the state o^ 
iB^fiiitoce^ tadX hiV v^iK SptdiUrtg for Tuisdaif^ 
mhah^ i^bKild; <ter Reg(. lie ift in did tUeir ex^i^s^ 8(k. 
hod that Me Duke ffOMPe ut iktik «ery fnutki ukd ha^ 
^tojfpedthe prmotim afetmf one in it/ He said s6u 
nhidt. to th^ Cdli.. fV^emyss', I&tnk) that it he haA 
btefi ft gentf csufiti he would ha^ given up — but h^ 
intends looking over the memorial to flay, as S. has^ 
not been long in that Regt. and he is an^ old officer*^ 
St> that you see tf.he gets Just jpromotipny how very, 
f^uch he ought to^ be indebted to my good ^c^ X 
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must beg hard for hm^ the Duke is very angry with 
you ; for when he last saw you, you promised him. 
300 foreigners,, and you have not produced' one.. 
0,y€Sy Master Sandon is a pretty fellovi to depend oru 
I wish I had bit upon Eustace first. I told you, I 
believe, that they must be done gradually ^ his clerks 
are so cunning. Get Spedding to write out a list 
of his services, and send it to me as a private thing to 
shew him, not addressed to any one.-— —Adieu/* 



No. 16. ' 

« Dear Sir/ * ^ 

^' I asked this momihg if he had himself resid thosk 
papers I gave him pf the Col/s, he said that he had '; 
but that he still asked so much more thaa other 
men, that he could not think of closing with him.: 
however let him send again, b.% perhaps he forgets hu 
papers in his hurry^ especially as he had Chose ai 
home. 

f I cannot do myself the pleasure of bein{ 
[tarvl] 



> > 
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No. 17: 

** Dear Sir,. 
^ I shall esteem it a &Toar if you will make tm^ 

mediate enquiry about a lieutenancy, (I understand 

' ♦ - 

there are two to be disposed in the 14th ligjbt 
dragoons,), as Charles Thompson is determined to quit 
his next week,, and I wish for his own sake that ha 
goes direct to the other,^ as the Duke might be dis- 
pl^a^ed with any one being idle at this critical 
mpm.ent. If you are in the way I shall expect & 
line, just to say if you think it possible for him ta 
purchase so soon. His B* H. goes out of town to 
Chelmsford Saturday, and returns to town lo.his 
•ffice 3 o^clock Tuesday. 



"M.A.C: 



»> 



, ** Colonel SandoB,. 
No. 15, Westminster-Bridge, 
Bridge-street, Westminster, 



fp- 



We shall only, here observe, that Charles 
Thompson is the brother of Mrs.. Clarkei, who waa 

F 4 
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honorably acquit^d upon lier evidence of a ckai>gfr^ 

• - ■ ■ 

in a court-martial held at Colchester. 



No. 18, 
• *^ Dear Sir, 

" Major Taylor has proposed to do something in. 

the Irish levies lor his lt.HX)lorielcyy but it will be 

ejected ; the friend of ours says he mil let liim puiv 

chase, although he Is so young a Major, but thb you 

jknow is nothing to us ; so do you $ee liim, and if 

you enter upon &e sai»e terms, as befote, I' think It 

shall be able to teaze him out cfit ; let me know the 

result of it as ^oon as possible* 

^ Do you think it all possible for you and 
French to let me draw a * bill on you for 200U 
I am so dreadfully distressed I know not which way 
to turn myself, and befpre that will be due you w^ 
aware of what is to be done for me in that negocia* 
tion. Thank you for the pig^iX was the most deli-% 
cate thing of the kind possible. Adieu* 

" Dear Sir, I am^ 
" tFednesday, Jan, 30 J^ &c. &c. 



metk ik-iti^ Atnt ctfimmi^ 'I0S' 



No, l£k 

« Dear Sir, 

^' As L leave town on Monday evening,, and^nto^ 
ntbg short of cash, will you be kind'etiouglt to sendt 
me by Monday, tbe hunditd'.^ounds^. 

*^Colonel Sandon^' « M;ji.-CJr 



No. 20. 

« Dear Sir, 
'^ Most unfortunately. Lord Bridgewater Kia^a^derd^ 
fop;tbe vacaicy, '«re indeed it waa oxie, so that tHal 
is^done [/or»] - ; HVit It. Bi. H. will Idt me^ 
know ifhe can at 4 o'clock. He does dot go outc 
of town, as intended, tD-morrow, on account^, hisi 
SSaj^ty having beei^ insulted yesterday,, and. stitt't 
fears it. I have a bill due either on Saturday xm 
Monday, I know not which day ;. can you get- me 
Ae^ve hundred, guineas? He hto been signed,^ andi 
will be in the gftaette to-morrow >..yoik know whd* 

I meaiv 

• •- . • • • ' # 
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** Instead of a 60-guinea harp let it be 100, as I 
haoc tM Um f/wwas going tapreseni mt one, there- 
fore it must be yery elegant. 

> 

, ** Tell Zinunenees he shall b^^ve \iorn] ho 
t?ishcs for 700 g^ineais noi [torn\ ' he shaU 
have it in a month. 

^ Don't fail burning my sciiibble soon as read.. 

4 
\ . 

*< I do not go out of town to-morrow«. . 

^ Colonel Sandon, No. 15, Bridge-street, 
" Westminster : pr Duke-street, 
** Adelphi, No. 9, Office." 



No.. 21 . 

«* Dear Sir^ *< Thursday^ 

•* I am extremely sorry to inform you (for the^ 
poor boy's, sake) but it is impossible to admit him,, 
as he hastha^ misfortune you mentioned of being 
Que-eyed. Do you think it possible to get me ii 



tafe on Monday far PittVmotumf It will, if cairied^ 
be of some consequence to us hereafter; try all 
you caQ« 

'^ I remain^ dear Sir, Your*S) &c. ' 

'* M. A. CLARKE.'" 

'' Colonel Sandon^ 
•* Bridge-street, No, 15, Westminster-bridge* 

^ Send me an answer.^ 



No, 22. 
" What y;ou^ ask will be at your service, . and the; 
fetter will be at your office Monday mornings 
**^ Colonel Sandon.'^ 



No. 2S0^ 
"Mrs. Clarke will be glad to see Captain Sandon* 
lo-niorrow, before twelve o'clock, if he is in town ; if 
not, Monday at &ye.: — 

*: Friday, 1 o'clock,. 6 JZ 

«lS04. N.T. 
^ Colonel Sandon, No. 5, Bridge-streel^. 

''We8tniinster4)ridgp7 ' ' 

2 TWO Py POST unpaid. 



IQB Aiftntvnc M^ovxs or 

"Dear Sir, ^ 

** There is nor any &tA thing in <it>ntempIatioit 
as tke written question; ' Will you again ask abouti 
an India LUutenancy? As the Duke assures me there 
are two for sale. In^ consequence of what I men- 
tioned to him of Kcnner, he has made many, enqui-^ 
ries, and finds him to be a -black sheep ; he ofi^rpd. 
to bribe Col. Gordon a^.&w days since! ! 

"M.A.C.*^ 
•* Colonel Sandon/' 48th Antedated 



No. 2* 
"Dear Sir, 
" 'Ere I leave town I scratch a few lines, .begging- 
you ^ to b^ on your gitard in every point; but of ' 
my name in particular, for the future never breathe 
i^ I ani confident- you have a number of enemies,., 
for yesterday the ■ ■ was assailed from seven or 
^ight di0erent persons with, invective against you» 
lie is alittle angry at something >. yet will mt tell i|. 
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joe* I think tfab fellow Kertner tries his friends ; 
thev laid fine complaints against you — did you tell 
ZImmenees that as soon as Tonyn was gazetted you 
wonld get him done, in the same way, and that I 
was the person i Let me see you go Tuesday, , 

*^ Adieu, I am interrupted/^ 



No:*&. 

". My diear Sir, 

** Be so good as to look at the gazette to-piorrow 

eveng. as I rather expect some of the names to be 

inserted. I have others which I assure you upon 

my honour*- The present for my trouble for the 

majority is seven kmdfifd gtiineasf so if you hav« 

any more this m)}$t be the. same. I shaU be m 

^wn Monday, if you. wilt have aby thing to cohh 

municate, Ircmain^ . 

** Dear Sir, your's, &c. &c# 

« Friday Ewng. 7 o'clock, ^MJi^C. 

**28Sp. 1804 Nt. 
•* Colonel Saildoii, No. S) Lyon*s Inn^ 

« Wythe-«lr^t, Strand** 

1:wo-PcDny POST. - 
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No. 27. 

« Dear Sir, 22d— 8*. 

" - ^ ■ * 

^ I make a mistake, it is the 22d regiment Mr. 
Thompson is to purchase into, or the 8th. Shall 
I see you to-day ^ 

M.A.C. 

*^ What is Thompson to say to his Colonel? 
Charles Farquhar Thompson, 13 to 8 or 22d.. 
" Colonel Sandon, 15, Bridge-street^ 
" Westminster." 



No. 28. 

" I gave the papers to his Royal Highness ; he 
read them while, with me; said he still thought 
men high ; but that an^ answer would be left at his 
office as the way of business. 

^ I told him if any was appointed, to give the • 
Colonel the preference. Bum this 5obn as read. 
I do not comprehend exactly 'what you mean by 
five other things ; I do not think.it possible. 
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No. 29. 

^ Can you s^d me one hundred pounds to-day ; 
and let me see you to-morrow morning. 
•< Colonel Sandom^ • "M.A.C." 



No. 30. 

" Dear Sir^ Friday^ 

" Will you go to the Horse-guards fortne to-day, 
and leave a proper letter as coming from Charles 
Thompson, asking for leave of absence for a fort- 
night; but if his servke should be "wanted he 
would join immediately : if you know any . belong- 
ing to the adjutants, you could get it by to-morrow. 
" Colonel Sandon/' M.A.C. 



No. SI. 

** 1 have a letter which says you are a fftoftey* 
ienderf in coUegue toith a notorious mm^ called 

« 

i>ettl I wish to show it you. 



*^ I hope you will attend the Duke to-day, as 
Clinton^ leaves him on Thursdayi and he has all the 
vritingi fir you in hand : h@ wiil nblleamg his office 
till six.— 

** I shall he glad of a hundred guineas, irpossible, 
this week. Saturday week Tonyn will be gazetted... 
How co^ea on French ? call to^norrow,if possible^. 
** Colonel Sandon, 15, Bridge-streeV, 
Westminster/' 



No. 32t 

^ As your servant has called, and fearing yovty 
may not have my letter, beg you to see the Duke 
to-day at all events, or else- things will be longer, 
about, as Colonel Gordon takes^Ciintonls place on 
Thursday*' 

No. SS* 
'' Dear, Sir, 
*^ Pray what can Speddii^ mean by asking oit. 
Thursday, through General Tonyn^ for kave to go 



•a hal^fMy? Tie odd bel^viouV and you nmst 
tbink that some on^. (hinlcs me Msl^A Very ill; of 
<oiirse, till this is fully explained^ I ^all drop aji 
thoughts of any thing el^e. 

" Saturday. " t remain youi^,* 

« Colonel Sandon.** « M.AX. 



No, 34, 

« 

"Sir, . . 

** I am. exactly treated as. 1, have been led to, 
believe, from more than one quarteri but m]i thank 
you to send me. Colonel Frenches address to^day^ 
Wfore ther pott go^ out, I hfive. nothing to do^ 
tiith your fl^nt, yw know. . ...... . . 

*^ I rcmaini Sir, your most obedient^ 



No. 35. 

^ As Colonel Sandon did not call according ta 
promise, Mrs« C. hopes he will have the goodness to 
send>lier a bill at two moats, in the morning; surely 
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all things, will be setded before that becomes due*. 
Mx^ C» hopes he will qot didatppoint^. 

^ Monday.. 
^* Colonel sandon, Lyon^s In%, 

** Wyche-stiseetf ^ : 



No> 36. 

« Sir, 

'* Yon have disappointed me dreadfully, a bill oT 

. . . ' " ,i 

one hundred at three months is useless, it must be 
for two hundred at three months, or one at six weeks 

t» one hundfed^ 

^r two months. I b^ you to return it by the 
bearer, as I mentioned my situatioa to you. Word* 
it thus— I promise to. pay to wx weeks or two- 
months after date, pay Mr. Thompson, or order,.the 
sum of one hundred pounds &r value received « 

*• Pray let me have it this evening at all events., 

« M.AX. 
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No. 37. 
** Mrs. Clarke's compliments attend Captain Sanr 
don, will feel herself much obliged if he will do his 
best for Thompson in Jthe recruiting business, as on 
hifi getting the men early will give him first rank. 

*^ Mrs. C. has not been able to get an answer 
from H. R. H. about Taylor* 

" Dec. 26. 
*^ Colonel Sandon, No. 8, Lyon's Inn^ 

" Wych Street.'' 
2 Two Py. POST. Dec. 26th, 1804. 

Blandford. Dec. 26, 1804. '' 

J.S.7 o'clock, 26 Dec. 1 804. N. n. 



t 



No. 38. 
'^ Mrs. C. must again intreat the assistance of 
Colonel S He well knows she has always 

done as he has wished her to do. 
" Colonel Svidon, No. 8, Lyon's Inn^ 
<* Wych Street." 

• ' * 
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No. 39. 
'^ I am told an answef is left out for Colo^I^ 
French^ at the office^ and that now he has dropped 
three guineas per man.— 

^^ I am npt aware of what the ailswer is intended, 
to convey^ 

" Mr, Corn. pom] k wilt 



No, 40, 

'* I hope yoa will not disappoint me^ as oh yon^ 
aljphe depend my hopes of taking up a hijl oyer dnt^ 
« Colonel Sandon/' 



No. 41. 

** % Westhoume Place f IShan Square^ Dec. 2i 
<< Dear Sir, 
** Let me know where yoa are, and I have not 



* 
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^he least doubt but I can senre you essentially^ and 
xemainas ever your friend, 

« MARY ANN CLAhKE,* 
^ Caplaiti Sdndon^ Waggon Train, Spain. 
"** By Me^rs. Greenwood and Co. Lyon^s 
Inn^ Strand, London^^ 

Forf^mouth, Jan. 2ft 1809* 
^ Dec. 1 808. 

G. Jan. 30, 180^. 



ilR. DONOVANS CORRESPONDENCE. 

In the former documents, viz. Captain Sandon's 

correspondence,' we bave confined ourselves to the 

.corrupt disposal c of coimmissions in tlie army, we 

sball new step a iittle further into the interior ^f 

Ibis warchouise, where wc shall find hot only coni- 

^missiona in the army, but places in the clistoxff* 

bouse, and even preferments in the churchy vif^ 

the Deaneries of Hereford and Gloucester ; one tot 

the Rev. Dr. Gksse^ we firmly believe without his 

• 
knowledge or privity — the other, the Rev. Dr. 

Basely, Chaplain to i^ Duke of Ghucestety and 

%ho, Mr. Donovansaysy is recemmended bg sa mar^ 
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permms qffiuhion^ .Bishops of Norwich^ and Salis 
buiy, &c. about whom the ladies are siy very 
cnxiouSt 



u - 



No. 1. 

** CharleS'Street^ St, yamata-Bquar^y 

October ^Oth, 1808. 
^ Dear Madam, 

** The Deanery of Serefhrd is vacant, and in the 
soils gift of the Duke of Portland; can yo\i procure 
it for the JRev. G. H, Glassef I would myself un- 
known to him, give lOOOl. for it. it must be 
filled by next Saturday, at least, so a gentleman, 
who has just given me the information, said, Mr* 
. G. is my most particular friend, and I would make 

great sacrifices to serve him; he is not in town at 

- . \ 

present* I can with confidence assure you he is ^ 
very good scholar, a man of good fortune, and an 
extraordinary kind friend, of excellent connecticm^, 
well known to the Dukes of Cumberland and 
Cambridge. He is rector of Hanwelly Middlesex. 
His town house No. 10, Sackrille Street. 



^* The. money will be deposited on Wednesday 
,^es^ for die Landing Wtatefs Piace. 

♦ ' ' ' . ■ ' 

^ An Inspector ^rf the CustofASy whose duty in 
rowing in a boat about the rivery visiting and placing 
^officers on board difKsrent ships, is about to be'su- 
feranu^ted, the salary is 400 per annum; I am 
•^pjplied to for the appointment, on the resignation 
taking place; lOQOL if ^ere(fybrtV» - •• 

" Youths very tr^uly, • 
•** Mrs. Clarke.' J.DONOVAN* 



No. 2: 

• • ■ - , 

** CkdrkS'Street^ St J^ames's-^quarCy 
October StL 1808." 

** Dear Madam, 
" Some friends of the .Rev^.T* Bi^eley, M. A. arc 
;extremely desirous of procuring for him promotion 
in the church ; and it appears to tjicm a very favour- 
able opportunity, ^ the vacatic^ of the -Deanery of 
Salisbury^ to make application to the Duke of Port- 
land; and in order. to secure an interest without his 



knowledge of a |>i^y of JU4ie$, ftt ihelieftd of^lioiA 
is Lady Cardig€a^ haqe 0df$0ihei u tm (f taoAe^ 
3000 guineas^ which is ready to be deposited to cany 
iiito execution their mtendedplaft. 

Mr. Basely is well kaown to his Grace, aol* was 
(particylaj^ly reconunended to her Majesty hy Lady 
.Cardigan, on the publication of his pamphlet, ^ The 
CUttms of the Roman CaikoUci constitutionaHif coji^ 
mderedj S^C'^c! This chaplftin to the Duke 6t 
Gloucester, and. the Bishop of Lincoln, went to^^ 
^ Grace upon some occasion to serve the Marquis 
of Titchfield; would be very strongly recommended 
by many persons ef fashion^ the < Bishops ijf Norwich 
4md Salishufy, I have a letter from each to Mr> 
Baseley in my possession, which would shew the 
estimation in which he is held by them. The Ididks 
we very ofueious, and at the same time desirous that 
lie should not know through what channel ihb 
mctoey is raised, much less, the application, nor do 
^ey wish to know any thing farther than ihat he 
"shall succeed, and then to agreeeMy aurpme hm:^ 
or rather that bis Grace^ without any preface 
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Should have the whole merit of having selected $o 
rsorihy a nan to fill the vacancy. Your answer will 
oblige^ 

^' four's very truly, 

«'j. DONOVAN." 

" Lord M. and Mrs. Jn. are \\x town." 



No. 3. 

^^ Chary 9-strecty Si, Jmnefs-Aqva/f^^ 
Nov. 16, 1808." 

" Dear Madam, 

'' The place of Inspectqr of t^e Customs is ngtm 

vacant bjj the death of Mr. Booty^ and I learn that 

TH£ QUE^N md the Duke of Dorset are about to 

apply for it. I hope you will procure it for Mr, 

Henry Tobin, the gentleman you were so good to say 

you would serve. whjeQ an opportunity offered, I 

will do myself the pleasure of \^aitipg on you whf nr- 

ever you will appoint on the subject. Can you 

procure the paymast&ship to a second battalion for 

500/. " Your^a very truly, 

« J. DONOVAN.'^ 
« Mrs. Clarke.*' 
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No. 4. 



« Dec. 14, 1S08. 



'^ Dear Madam, 
'' I regret much that I had not the pleasure 
to see you on Saturday evening. It ¥rais the 
only time I had been out since Tuesday, and I have 
suffered considerably in consequence, from my 
wound. 

" I am daily applied to for the particulars of the 
appointment at ^Scpcamah La Marr, Is it a Surveyor 
of Customs and Landing Waiter? Is the salary 
13001. per annum, or how much is the salary, aUd 
from what do the perquisites arise? Is the 1300/. 
sterling or Jamaica currency f What is the duly? 
Can you procure the Landing Waiter's place, in Ja^ 
nuary next ? 

'' The Taymaste/s second baitatioH ? 
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** Relative to the letters^ I am in part ready, and 

wish to consult with you relative to them. I shall 

be at home this evening, und, if able to bear the 

motion of a carriage, dine in your neighbourhood 

to-morrow. 

^* I remain, dear Madam, 
. ** Tour's very truly, 

« J. DONOVAN.^ 

« Mrs. Clarke.'' 



No. 5. 






" Ckarl(^s»9tr€€t^ St. James^s^quare^ 

Dec. 23d, 1S0%. 
** Dear Madam, 
^^ I am daily plagued about the Sa/oannah La Mar 
i^fpomtment ; also respecting the Landing Waiter's, 
the 2d Battn. Paymastership, and the Commissary- 
ship. Pray let me hear from, or see you, on the 
subject of the Savannah business particularly. 

" Mrs. Howes requested me to thank you in her 
name for your kindness, and have got into disgrace 

g2 
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ictt not having done lo sooBcr, and for not letting 
Ker know when you call'd last. 

" Your's irery truly, . 

" J. DONOVAN,'^ 

" Mrs. H. sends her compts." 
" Mrs. Clarke." 



The following are letters from Mrs. Clarke to 
Donovan, which, as it will be observed, were received 
after the charges. 

, [The witness delivered ip tvo letters, which were 
read, dated ike 28th of January, and the l&t 
of February, I8O9.] 

*' Dear Sir, • 

'^ I am much mortified in seeing, in this day^s 
paper, the free use of your name and mine in Ae 
debate last night. I however took an opportunity of 
seeing Mr. Wardl? on the subject, and I find he is by 
no means so ill disposed as his speech seemed to 
evince ; but he tells roc, that as I have committed 
myself and my papers, he is determined to make 
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'tvery possible use of them, that to him seems pro- 
per. I must be candid, and tell you, that in ordpr 
to facilitate some negociations, I had given him a 
few of your letters. In one you speak of the Queen, 
VI another of the two deaneries. I'he deaneries of 
Hereford and Salisbury, the former for Dr. Glasse, 
and the latter for Baseley, As to myself, I must of 
course speak the truth, as I shall be put on oath. 
Let me persuade you, if called on, to keep to the 
truth,* as I am convince you will; but I mean the 
lohole truthy as to what has passed formerly between 
yourself and me. I have a thousand thanks for 
your being so quiet upon the ISO; you shall have it 
the moment my mother comes from Bath. I fear, if 
you are backward, AVardle will expose the whole of 
the letters he has to the PIouso. 

" Your's, truly, 

'" M. A. CLARKE." 
•* Saturday evening." 

" In order to relieve your mind, 1 send my servant, 

though lati\" 
Indorsed : 
" Reed. C8th Jany. 1809, late at nighU* 

e 3 
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Wednesday Morning, Feb. 1, ISOg." 

** Dear Sir, 

" I yesterday saw Mr. Wardle; he had a let- 
ter from your friend Glass, begging him not to take 
any business* in hand, where his- name is mentioned; 
and he asks for you also. He was tutor to Wardle. 
Now Mr. Wardle assures me, by every thing honour- 
able, that if you speak candidly and fairly to the fact 
of Tonyns, he will ask nothing more; and if he has 
been at all intemperate with your name, he will do it 
every justice. Take my advice and do it; it cannot 
injure you. I understand your friend Tuck some 
months ago put a friend of his in possession of 
Tonyn's business; and yesterday a man of the name 
of Finnerty gave him a case, which, he says, he had 
from you, of a Captain Trotter and another. Of 
course you will not mention my telling you this. I 
wish from my soul Mr. Wardle had taken it up less 
dispassionately, he might have done more good. Why 



MRS. MAUY ANN CLAEKE 1^7 

do you not send me a line ? I dare say Clavering is 
hugging himself, as he did not send the recommcnda- 

. tion. 

" Your's, &c. 



We now proceed to the would-be Dean of Salis- 
bury, or some other deanery— Dr. Bascley, good easy 
man, ignorant of the secret agency of Mr* Donovan, 
and his female friends, to give hirt an agreeable sur- 
prise, by promoting him without his knowledge, 
applies himself personally to the Duke of Portland, 
and actually offered his Grace a bribe of 30001. for 
the deanery of Salisbury, which was treated as it 
ought, by acquainting the Bishop of London, whose 
recommendation was rather more unfashionable than 
that of the Bishops of Norwich and Salisbury. 

The following letter was read by the Marquis of 
Titchfield in the House of Commons. 



o 4 
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" Norfolk'Streety Grosvendr^Square, 
*' ISIy Lord Duke, 

" I wished particularly to see your Grace 
upoB ike most private business. I cannot be fully 
open by letter. The object is, to solicit your Grocers 
recommendation to the deanery of Salisbury, or some 
other deanery, for wkich the most ample ptcuniary re- 
ViuneriUion I will instantly give a Drqfi to your Grrtcs, 

For Salisbitry, three thousand pounds. I hope 
your Grace will pardon this, and instantly commit 
these lines to the flames. J am now toriHng for the 
binefit of administration, a most interesting pamphlet. 
EKcuse this opetmes^ ; and I rehiain your Grace's 

•* Most oljedlent and 

•* obliged Servant, 

" T, BASELEY * 

" I will attend your Grace whenever you may 

V appoint, but sincerely beg your Grace's secresy." 

Indorsed ; 

Delivered by the writer himself to my servant, on 

Tuesday, 3 Jan. 1809, at Bn. Housc^ P. ' 
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This letter, said the Marquis of Tichfield, was de- 
livered by the writer himself, and is indorsed by the 
Duke of Portland, the 3d. of January in the present 
year. Upon receiving this letter, roy noble relation, 
finding that the writer of it was gone, gave particular 
orders that Mr. Baseley never should be admitted 
into his house, and the same day wrote a letter to 
the Bishop of London, of which the following was- 
the copy,^ inclosing also Baseley'i letter. 



^' Burlington HousCy Tuesday, 3d Jan. 1 808 
" My Lord, 
** The person by whom the note inclosed was left 
at my house this morning, beirig possessed, as I un--' 
derstand, of one, if not of two chapels in your Lord- 
ship's diocese, I consider it to be incumbent upon 
me, from the sense 1 have of the duty I owe to the' 
public, as well as from my respect for your Lordship, 
not to suffer you to remain uninformed of it ; and I 
accordingly take the liberty of laying it before you. 

" I have reason to Wieve tha^t the note is written 
by the person whose name is subscribed to it, as I 

o 5 
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have heretofore received notes or letters from him, 
the writing of which, to the best of my recollection, 
very much, if not exactly, resembles that of the note 
enclosed ; and one, if not more of which, was written 
at my house in consequence of my declining to see 
him. The note inclosed, however, \ie brought with 
him ;' and on my desiring to be excused seeing him, 
he gave it to my servant, and immediately left my 
house. 

*^ As I have no copy of the note, I must desire your 
Lordship to return it to me/' 

Indorsed i 
<< To the Lord Bishop of London, 3d Jan. ISOP-** 



Answer by the Bishop of London. 

'' FuihamrHouse^ Jan. 5, 1809* 
« My Lord, 
^* It is impossible for me to express the astonish- 
ment and indignation which were excited in my mind, 
by the perusal of the letter which your Grace has 
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done me the honour of enclosing ; a mark of your 
attention, for which I must beg you to accept my 
best thanks. 

'' It is too true that this wretched creature Baseley 
has one if not two chapels in my diocese, I have long 
known him to be a very weak man, but till this insuf- 
ferable insult upon your Grace, I did not know he 
was so completely wicked, and so totally void of all 
principle: and as your Grace is in possession Of the 
most incontestible proofs of his guilt, you will, I 
trust, mfikt upon him the disgrace and the punishment 
ke so richly deserves. 

*^ I have the honour to be, 

** With the highest respect, 
•* My Lord, 
'' Youjr Grace^s most humble 
; ^' and obedient servant, 

•» B. LONDON." 



-> 
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MR. ROWLAND MALTBrS CORREiSPON 

DENCE. 

We now proceed to another branch of this general 
agency, and submit to our readers, with a very few 
observations, the correspondence of Mr. Rowland 
Maltby, of Fishmonger's Hall, who, Mrs. Clarke 
dbserves, was her Duke of Portland, 

This correspondence relates to negociations for 
places of different descriptions, and arrangements 
relative to the deposit of money for places in th« 
War-t)ffice, cadetships, &c. - 

Onuiia venalia Ro«k. 



No. 1. 
^DeavMa^aft)^ Iriday Mom^ 

" The ite^iikeiit fdfr Mr. Williams is going to India ; 
thit i» lucky ; therdbre, let him immediately pro- 
vide the needful, anJ I will arrange in what way it is 
to be deposited. Have you written to him, as no 
time is to be lost. 
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'^ As to the 2d battsl. is the getitlem^ here and 

prepared? 

" Youi's truly, 

^' Pray give me a ^ in ant^*' 



No. 2. 

^^ Dear Madam, 
'^ If you can by any means forward the adjustment 
of Mr. Manners' account a^ to his claims respecting 
the 26th regt. whilst in Egypt, of which the late 
General Manners was the Colonel, 

" You will much oblige, dear Madam, 

"Your's truly, 
« July 28th. « R. MALTBY.'' 

** I domtt know yoBT true addieH. I called in 
Hblles^treet a few days a^ and fowid yba w«fa 

No. 3. 

<* My dear Madam^ Saturday £v. 

^ I tfaaak you very much for your kind atiaUkyHi' 



134 AITTHBKTXG 1CE1C0IR8 07 

I 

you would be qwie a treoiure in eoen/ taay to any 
Secretary of State. 

« 

^< I am as anxious as you can be^ that there may 
be no disappointment in the Commssp. ; and I am 
goading the parties every day. 

" You say nothing of the P ship 2d batt. ; is 

the party ready ? 

" When do you leave B place ? 

** I am, dear Madam, 

'' Tour's, truly, 

« R. M.*^ 

No. 4. 
'* Dear Madam, 
*f If I have not the letter of recommendation im- 
mediately, and the money ready, I fear it will be 
lost. I understand the regiment is very respectable^. 
but I do not know the county yet. 

** Remember the Paymastership. 

« Youi's truly, 
^ rrid4^ Aftern. R. M." 
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- No. 5. 

'< Deur Madam, May 20M. 

^' Mr. M« is not, I believe, in this country, but 
far distant-^ so it will not answer to send your letter. 
Shall I enquire for the object you mention ? What 
rankf and what shall I propose for it ? 

^^Do you know any one who wishes^ on certain 
terms, a Paymastership in the JB. Indies f 

" I will enquire about the other matters. 

" Tour's truly, 

« R. M.'' 



No. 6. 

'' Dear Madam, 
^^ I shall ascertain to-morrow every, thing respect^ 
vng the P.siiip. 

^' Will any person you know like a place in the 
Bank^ about one hundred pounds per ann.?. 
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^' I believe another P. ship of a first, and one of 
2d battal. may be had, and militia adjutancies. 

*' Dear M^dam, 
** Your's troly^ 

'' JFtdiiefdtt^ J^. Dec. 7 J!" 



No. 7- 

** Dear Madam, Thursdayj 5 Aft^ 

" I have been in search of Mr. Barber, both in 

BreamVbnHctings and the city, without success: 

I shall see him to^mcrpo^i^at eleveii, and I am saiis" 

fied 1 shall arrange with him (I hope as he wishes.) 

" In the mean time, as it is certain Mr. Williams 
may have what he wishes. I beg you will be so 
good as to send to Mr. Browne instantitf' to call on 
ft^ m il catittot be fcept longer than a da^ open ; 
and I think I can satisfy Mr. B. that there will be 
no dua^ntmcnt. Pray send to him directly^ 

** Yotti's very truly, 
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** The receipts to be taken in the short form, as it 
is likely Coutts & Co. will not like to sign such a 
special receipt as that written by Mr. B. 

'^ 6301. to be deposited at Messrs. Coutts & Co. 

in names ofL. & B. 
^ k I57h 10s. at Messrs. Birch and Co. in the 

names of — — Blake and Wm. Barber — 
** & to take a sindiar receipt.** 

* ^ 

*' It is ti&oUtiefy necesaary to make the deptmi to- 
tnorroW) Friday , (if not already A>tu) as the appoint- 
ment otherwise will probably^ai/." 

Addressed : 
** Mrs. Clarke, Tavistock-Place, 
MjRussel-Square.'* 



(The three follomng papers are written in pencil. J 

•* Forms of Receipt." 

" Received Sept. 1 808, of M. Blake and 

the sum of three hundred and sixty-^ven 

pounds ten shillings, to be repaid by us to the bearer 
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of this receipt, upon producing the same, indorsed 
by the said M. Blake and 

" (Signed) BIRCH & Co." 

^ I do hereby agree to indorse a certain receipt, 
dated Sept. 1808, for 3()71. 10s. received of 

M. Blake and myself, by Messrs. Birch, Chambers 
and Co. immediately on the appointment of 

as a clerk on the establishment in 
the War-office. 

^' Witness my hand, this day of Sept. 1808. 

'* N. B. A similar engagement to be signed as to 
521. 10," 

*^ Received Sept. 1808, of and 

R. Maltby, the sum of %St^ two pounds ten shilling, 
to be repaid by us to the bearer of this receipt, upon 
producing the same indorsed by the said 

and R. Maltby. 
« (Signed) BIRCH & Co.* 



^' Dear Madam, 
'' It is impossible for me to pay the cash in this 
day, or even to-morrow, as it is in the Bank. Under* 
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standing from you that it would not be wanted for 
a fortnight, I hope the business will not be stopped 
for the want of this, for you may rest assured, ho- 
nour is the order of the day in this transaction, and 
L. will come up directly and supply the cash. I 
kave made a little alteration in the blank receipt and 
agreement you sent me, but which I dare say will 
not be objected to by Lloyd & Co. 

** Your^s very oby. 
" Tuesday. Wm. BARBER."' 

''Reed. Sept. 1808, of 

Lloyd, Esq. and William Barber, the sum of 

to be repaid by us to the bearer of this re- 
ceipt, upon producing the same indoned by the said 
Lloyd and Wm. Barber, or by the said 
Wm. Barber only, in case such receipt, with the said 
joint indorsement thereon, shall not be produced to 
ui within two months fcom the date hereof. 

'« Signed) COUTTS & Co.'' 

" Agreement. 
" I Wm. Barber do hereby , agree to indorse a cer- 
tain receipt, dated Sept. 1808, for 
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received of John Lloyd, Esq. and myself, by Me^rS. 

CoutU & Co. immodiatclj on the appointment of 

J« K. Lodwicky Efsq^to the place of assistant com-^ 

miwary, appearing ia.the London Gaeettei provided 

luch appointment takes plac^ within two' months 

from the dat« hereof. And I^ tht said John Lloyd, 

do hereby agree^ that in case the above-mentioned 

appointment shall not appear in the London Gae^te 

vrithiu the time above*<mentioned, then that I the 

said J« Lk>yd will indorse over such receipt to the 

said Wm. Barber, to enable him to receive such 

above mentioned sUU from Messrs. Coutt and Co. 

80 deposited in their hands. 

« LLOYD. 
« B." 



BARONESS NOLEKIN & MAJOR SILKY'S 

LETTERS. 

We shall conclude our selection from the written 
documents 'with two letlere from the Bai'oness 
Nolekin, who had applied to Mrs. Clarke for a 
pension of 4001. per annum. And a letter of com- 
plaint from Major Shaw, Barrack^Master at the 
Cape of Good Hope, who had been under kal^ 
pay under the following circumstances ; 
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Mrs. Clarke had obtain^ for him tlie above situii- 
tion, for which she had received 5001. with which 
she not being satisfied, complained to H. R. H. who 
said ^* he had told her all alo^g that she had a very 
bad sort of man to deal with, and that she ought to 
have been more careful, and that he would irnme" 
diately {xu^ him on half pay.^ 



No. 1. 

'' Dear Madam, 
*• I see by the papers, that the D • « • • was with 
the King yesterday morning, and that Mr. Pitt had 
a private audience of his Majesty, I therefore in- 
dulge a ho^ tkat my request may have been 
tiiought of ^ do then, my dear Madam', inform me 
in w)iat stale of forwardness it now stands, wben 
and by wh<Hii my letter was gi^^ and how re- 
cced* Pardon my giving yoH the trouble of ans- 
wering me M these questions, but the very kim^ 
part you have taken in this business assui^es me yoU 
Will pardcm me, and tfiink it bnt natural I should 
ieAmwiem in a matter oif so mu^ cons^queiice to 
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me and mine. A thousand thanks for the carp you 
were so good as to send me yesterday, and with my 
kindest wishes, be assured, 

*^ My dear Madan, 

^ I remain most sincerely, 
** Your most obliged, 
*' M. NOLEKEN.'' 
** Tlmndnfj lice o'clock^ 
''Mrt* Clarke, 18/ 



f9 



No. 2; 

** Gh^ce^er-Plaee^ Sept. n. 

** My dear Madam, 
"^ lam this moment &voured with your very kind 
letter ; this fresh mark of your friendship gives me 
great pleasure. I hope the change of air has per- 
fectly restored your health, and that I shall have the 
satisfaction of seeing you return to town in as good 
looks as ever. My dear Baron, with his best rtepects 
to you, begs you will have the goodness to assure 
H. R. H* of the deep sense of gratitude he feels for 
the Dttke'e gracious remeoabrance of him, and thii^ 



MtlS* MARY ANK CLAEKE. 145 

with you that His Mty. would be more liberal to 
him than Mr. — if he dare presume to judge 
from His Mty^s goodness to him for these forty yean 
past, on every occasion. I hope die weather has 
been as fine at Margate as in London ; it has, thank 
God, quite restored my health. I flatter myself you 
will favour me with a visit on Wednesday, any 
time most agreeable to you to name ; for, be as- 
SBred I enjoy very sincerely the pleasure of your 
society, exclusive of the gratitude I shall ever feel 
for the kind interest you take 'for me and mine. 
Adieu, my dear Madam. 

^ Believe mc youi's most truly, 
"M. NOLEKEN. 
" Mm. Clarke, Royal Hotel, 
Marg^te^ Kent." 



MAJOR SHAW'S LETTER. 

Cff lAzard and a fair mnd. 
*' Although I have troubled you so often, and 
although my mind is nearly convinced that the 
hardships of which I complained has been lectified. 
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by the order of tke Gazette in respect to my redm* 
tion being rescinded^ yet whilst even the suspicioii of 
so serious an evil and indeed an injustice cantinnesy 
I know that you will make every allowance, wd 
pardon my being so importunate. In addition to 
the custom of the army beii:^ in my favour (sa you 
mentioned), the following instanc&i are specificallj 
SO, and in the same appointiiaent : iMvX. Col. 
Carey, D. B. M, G. Major 2$th regt. Lt, Col. V&. 
sf^, D. B. M« G. Canada, Lt. Col. !2Sth regt^ the 
late ColoQel Bnnsley, D. 6. M. 6, West Indies, re- 
tained also his full pay-commission until his death; 
and I believe I stand .^g^laf in the army, in an 
offieer hein| appointed to the Staff abroad, and re- 
duced on half-pay in coosfsquei^ce. Tht(s my case 
bears in point of right. Your feelings will justify 
my expectations in point of promise and assurances. 
The first impression of receiving injury at the hands 
from whence I had trusted to have merited the 
cont0iry» aiw the ooly excuses I can plead for any 
inlismpefanfie &at m^ay have ji^peaied in my letters, 
you will, I am' sensible, as my mind. yn& at the 
turn affected, leadily pavdoq. Tke period n^y ar- 
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Tive in wliich you will know that, independent of 
|)articular consideration, I merited your good offices^ 
buf until circumstances devdope themselves, you 
shall never understand them through me or by my 
means. However severely 1 have felt, however 
warmly I may have expressed myself, of this be 
assured, that you shall not experience uneasiness of 
my occasioning^ Tho' thus decided at present, yet 
permit me to say, that it does not arise from viewing 
o^Aerxpwe the severe and cruel injury of putting me 
on half-pay. Independent of present mortificisition, 
my prospects in the active line of my profession 
;are ruined by it, and, God knows, they are not 
^ery brilliant, considering either the length or the 
' «ature of my services. Further, Madam, in ray 
present sep&ration from rmf children, it creates in 
me sensations particularly painful, when I reflect, 
that if approaching that state to which we must all 
at some period arrive, that I could not (by this mea- ' 
sure) have the consolation of resigning mycommis- 
-sion 6y sale for the benefit of my large family ; and 
that they should in this event have no other me- 
^nento of my having served 23 years^ than in the ex-. 
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peaces of the purchase, &c. &c. of some commis- 
sions. In such cases the humane consideration of 
the present Commander in Chief have been emi- 
nently distinguished. 

» 
** I shall no longer trespass; my only apology 

rests in that every feeling is involved in the present 
otyect I Jiad ^ven appropriated my full pay for 
the education of two children remaining in England ; 
but illness bas for some tinie deprived me of all 
my family^ Let me, Madam, owe good offices to 
you, and I sfaaU be ever gratefiil. From your ex- 
plaining this case, I am certain that his justice will 
be extended to me« Let me not 'be driven from my 
profession. Do away the present bar to my family 
joining me at the Cape ; for I am sure that your sen- 
timents will accord, that 1 ought not to serve when 
no longer with honour and on a recipri)cal footing 
with those dmUarltf appointed* 

** We are not likely, I fear, to be a healthy fleet ; 
fiome ships are very crowded, and sickness has al- 
jmdy made its appearance ; and there are two ships. 
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3 hear, without either doctor or medicines. Fare- 
"wel : and I hope to receive your commaflds. 

'' Do away the present evil, and unite the ap- 
pointments 1 mentioned, and I will annually remit 
3001. Whilst I remain, remember do mejwtkey let 
not-any thing prevent this; allow not self or family 
have ever to say, that we owed misfortune to such ^ 

hand." 

"^* Addressed : Mrs. Clarke, 
** Gloucester-place, . 
^* -18. Portman-square,* 
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AUTHENTIC PARTICULAKS 

RELATING TO 

THE SEPARATION 

mSHOYAL HIGHNESS THEIH^KEQFTORK 

. PAOV 

MRS. CLARKE. 



The Public must naturally feel a curiosity^ t» 
know what the circumstances were, which led to 
the separation of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York from the subject of these memoirs. 

Let us, in the first place, listen to the account 
given by William Adam, Esq. who, on the first 
, night of this important investigation, rose imme- 
diately after Mrs. Clarke had withdrawn, and 
gave the following statement : 

In the year IJSBy ^r. Adam was desired by his 
lioyal Highness the Duke of York to look into 
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tome concerns of his, and from that time up to 
the present period, he has continued his attention 
to those concerns, as he says, not in a professional 
hat perfectly grtUuitous,- and without any emolu- 
ment. It came to this gentleman's know ledger 
in the year 1805^ that the hushand of Mrs. Clai^ 
threatened an action for crim. con» against the 
I>uke of York*. ^&•. Adam was commissioned to 
institute aa enquiry on this suhject ; in the 
course of which he discovered, that the conduct 
•f Mrs;. Clarke was not 8o» correct as it ought to> 
haTe been,t. and that it had a tendency to preju- 
dice his Royal Highness*s iaterestS|.n6t in a mili- 
tary or public point of view, but his interest ^ and 
Ids namcy with regard to money,. The Royal Duke 
was unwilling to believe that there was any thing. 
improper in the conduct of his mistress) till a.cer- 
tain fact brought these transactions more directly 
home to- hi» Royal Highnesses attention^ 

Mr^ Adam now directed the enquiry more at 
large, and employed Mr. Lowton, an eminent so- 
licitor, who employed Mr. Wilkinson, bis man of 
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itvsi, to look into the business ; and early in 
May, 1%06^ the result of their investigation waa 
submitted in writing to the Commander In ChieC 

KTr.. Adam felt he had an unpleasant duly to 
discharge ; but he was determined that nothing 
should fH*event him from following up the busi* 
ness, and extricating the Royal I>uke from th« i 
person with whom he was connected*. 



By direction of his Royal Highness^ Mr. Adaa. 
had an interview with Mrs. Clarke, dunng which, 
he conducted the conversation to those points> 
which led him to discover, with perfect accuracy,, 
how far there was truth or fidsehood. ia the infor- 
mation which he had obtained in the manner be* 
fore stated^ 

it had been represented to Mr. A. that Mrs^ 
Clarke had defended an action as a married wo^ 
man, having obtained the property for which the 
action was brought, in the character of a widow. 
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Investigation was made with regard to* the 
place of her marriage: and it waa found she was- 
married a minor at Piancras. She had represented 
at different times, that, her mother was of a fa-« 
mily of the name of Mackenzie ; that her father 
was named Farquhar, that they lived in the 
neighbourhood of Bierkhampstead,. and that ac-^ 
counts would be had of the family there. 

The Berkhampstead Register had been exami- 
nined with that view for forty years back. In the , 
course of conversation, upon Mr. Adams's inter- 
U^iew with MrSr Clark e,. he took occasion to ask 
her where she was married,^ when* she stated to 
him seriously a-od distinctlyy that she was married 
at Berkhampstead«^ Slie likewise stated; that her 
husband was a nephew of Mr.- Alderman Clafke,. 
now the chamberlain of London ;; which was also^ 
found, upon investigation,^ to b« untrue. 

In a few d'ayr afler this, his Royal Highnesses 
mind being made up to separate himself from^ 
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Mrs- Clarke, Mr. Adam was employed to make » 
personal communication to her of his Royal High- 
uess's determination. This commission Mr. Adam 
executed ; and accompanied it with a declaration^ 
that the Duke of York thought it his duty^ if her 
conduct was correct, to give her an annuity or 
. 4001. a year, to be paid quarterly ; that he could 
^enter into no obligation in writing, by bond or 
otherwise ; that it must rest entirely upon his word,. 
(what pity 'twas not his honour) to be performed 
according to her behaviour; and that he might 
therefore have it in his power to withdraw the an- 
nuity in case her behaviour was such as to make 
him consider that it was unfit it should be paid.. 

/ 

Mrs. Clarke appeared much surprised^ but bjr 
no means exasperated at this communication ; but 
she declared her determination to see the puke 
again, nay, gave Mr. Adam to understand, that 
she did not despair of being able to prevail upon 
him to receive her again under his protection. In- 
deed, from the billet doux which have found their 
way to. the public, it is not to be wondered that 



' ITRS. MAItY* A*NK CLAltKi:. 153 

she sboald feel very confident of her influence over 
l^at royal personage. 

Mr. Adam has- laboured much to convince the^ 
House of Commons, that the investigation into the 
conduct of Mrs. darke, had not for its object an j 
thing connected with her military transactions^ but 
merely how far the Duke of York's natnc was like-^ 
ly to be committed by her mode of raisings* 
money. 

R appears very strange afler this, that Mr:. 
Lowton, the gentleman employed in this investi-*' 
gation, should hare declared,- that he did not iw 
any of the enquiries he had made, discover that 
she had made use of the Duke of Torh^s name to 
raise money ; only it appeared to him,' that in 
consequence of the protection she bad from the 
Duke of York, and the way she lived, many per- 
sons were induced to trust her further than he 
thinks they would have done, if it had not been 
for that protection. The same gentleman states, 
that his enquims were of a nature which regardedV 

H 5^ 
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Mrs. Clark^M husband and her family 9 rather thair 
the mode in which she acquired money. 

Here is certaiDly a flat contradiction in evi- 
dence : Mr» Adam says, that in the course of bis- 
enquiries, he discovered that Mrs. Clarke's con- 
duct had a tendency to injure the Duke^s mtereUs 
and his name with regard ta money* What can be . 
understood by this^ but that Mrs* Clarke employ- 
ed the name of his Royal Highness for the pur- 
pose of raising money ; yet Mr. Lowton, whawas 
employed to conduct the enquiry more at largfi, 
and reduce it to body and shape^ declares, that in. 
the course of this enlarged enquiry y he did not disco^ 
ver any instance of such conduct in the subject of ;' 
these memoirs.. 

.But, forsooth, in consequence of the protection 

_ m. 

she had from the Duke of York, many persontf^ 
were induced to trust her further than they woulA 
have done, if it had not been for that protectio& 
Why surely, it required no investigation to disco- 
ver this. Mrs. Clarke, likeUhe moon, (asking. 
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pardon of Madam Diana for the comparison) de- 
rived all the lustre she possessed in Gleu.cester 
Place from the 9itn of royalty. This his Royal 
Highness must have been aware of from the very 
first ; and to represent it as a discovery conse-- 
quent upon an important investigation, or a mo-^ 
tive for the Duke of York's withdrawing, his pro*' 
tection from his favorite mistress^ i9^absurdiin;th&■' 
extreme*. ^ 

Mr. AdJEim deserves every credit for the exettipns^ 
lie has made to save the charactier of the late illui-- 
tdou»- Cbmmandisr in Chiefs particularly as his 
exertions have been perfectly grtituitms, but he 
riiould not have made this unfounded attack upon 
liie character of a female no longer under the pro- 
tepting shield of royalty-— thrown at large upon 
tile wide ocean of life, and exposed toall the rude 
attacks of a merciless world. 

- V 
Nor dves this threat said to have been made by 

Mrs. Cltrke*< husband, appear by any meaoa 

»$ 






» • 
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to be a sufficient reason for his Royal Hi^HoessV 
deserting the object of his warm affections*. 



What had his Royal Highness to dread from 
the consequences of such a threat ? exposure ? 
No ; surely his living with Mrs. Clarke was al-^ 



' • *i • '■ I ( 



r -I 



ready a matter of sufficient notoriety ; nor can his 



ir< ^ f » • 



V ^ 



Royal Highness have been very solicitous about 
concealing it, having placed her upon a magnifi- 
cent establishment invGloucester Place, and know- 
ing, as he must, that it was- only through the coun-^ 
tenance she received from hiui, that she could be 
eaabled to support such an establishment.. 



'w 



As to any serious result that could arise from 
an action of crim. con., under such circumstances,^ 
the idea is too absurd to be entertained for a mo» 
ment ; or even admitting that any thing was to be 
feared from such a result, it could not be warded' 
off by his leaving her^ nor rendered more alarming, 
by his continuing the connectioiu 



Perhaps the torch of lore, which blazei tO' 



flr 



lift fiercely at one period,, may By thif ^iix»^ ))WC' 

!mk nearly burnt out ; but this dbes not appear t<^ 
bave been the caee^ for several months elapsed^ 

a/; during the progressof this investigation dviriog. 

ji which tinae no alteration appeare4 in his Jlpyal^ 

R Highhess's conduct to l^rs, Clarke ; and th^ 5^ 

I paration seems- 1<> have be^n fercecf upon liim liy, 

I some strong necessity,. 
\ . • 

What i}m nec^wi^ w^s, is i;iov? t;^?. oflfe pginti 
*hat remains to be setti^^ ; ^e^ % our q^i^ part,, 
do not fin4 tfeat fli^y strong, ca^^, has beej^ n^^dft 
eut, iC the d^3covery ' 9f ]^r^. Cl^i;fee'»^ wBt^nr; 
transactions be not^ ad^^^^.^^ 

%as he discovered that can affect her ch^r^t^j;.?^ 
Why, forsooth, the naughty woman told fibs — she 
«aid she was marned at Berkhampstead, instead 
of St. Pancra»— she said her husband wius related* 
i» Mr. Alderman Clarke, when he was no xM:f t)um 
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3001. for her jouraej, Mr. Adam, slie sayd, 
thought one hundred enough. 

From hence it appears^ that after alt the exer* 
tions of the disinterested Mr. Adam, the intelli- 
gent Mr* Gfeenwood, and the minutely official- 
Colonel Gordon ; afiker all the minute enquiries 
by Messrs. Lowton and Wilkinson ; after having 
a|i^at nearly ts?die monitba in lingeiing delibera- 
tion* before the Duke could screw hia courage tO' 
tbe sticking place, and copy the dread&il letter of' 
Greenwood,, which was a substitute for the ap*- 
p^nraACe of his Royal Ui^huess to dinner in- 
Gloucester Place, the cauae o$ Lova shielded hisH 
votary, agaiiiat thia. mighty phalanx, consisting of 
Adam, Greenwood,. Gordon, Lowton, and a whole 
host of theDuke's special attachecs^ who possibly- 
might b$ jisilpujLo£'tlie.sttpcnoeattTactioB6 of love- 
to those of interest and the mere formalities oC^ 
office, — these therefore were the Mentors who 
piudbed^the Tel^jHiacbua&om' th&.rock». 
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We hare seen, that us in all the greater depart- 
meuts of church and state, this lady had an inter- 
est ; thus, in smaller matters, she had so com- 
pletely dubbed herself directress, and secured the 
very soul of her Caesar, that her taste was consult- 
ed upon the beauty of a puppy, and the character 
of a solicitor* 

We shall here subjoin the ot)i(^r }ett^t!( i^fihis- 
Koyal Highness to Mrs. Clarke, after separation^ 
that have transpired. 

[The following l<;tt^rs were read :} 

No. U 



*• Without beins: informed to wha:t amount yoti 
may wish for assistance, it is impossible for mm 
to say how far it is in my power to be.of use ta 
you. 

" Friday Morning.*^ 

Addressed: 
*< Mrs. Clarke, 

« No* 9^ Old Burlington-styefit^*' 
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No. 2, 

** If it could be of the least advantage to either 

** of us, I should not hesitate m complying with 

*^ your wish to see me ;, but as a meeting must, X 

^' should think, be painful to both of us, under 

^ the present circumstances^ I must decline it«.^ 

Addressed i 
'* Mrs. Clarke, 
« No» 18, Gloucester-place, 
" Portman-squareJ' 



»» 



No. 5. 



« October, 21, 1806- 
•* It is totally out of my power to be able to> 
^ give you the assistance which you seem to ex*- 
•« ptcU 

" October 21, 1806» S.E. 



A 24 

806^ 



Addressed : 
** Mrs^ Clarke, Southampton*. 



«. 



p 
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No. 4. 



^' I enter fully into your sentiments concerning 
^* your children, but cannot undertake what I ani= 
^ not sure of performing. 

«* With regard to Weybridge, I think that you 

** had better remove your furniture, and then di- 

** red tie person who was employed to take the House^ 

*' to give it vp agoka^ 

Addressed : 

** Mrs. Clarke, 
** No. 18, Gloucester-place^ • 
** Portman««quare." 



The following was the annunciation of the 
Duke's determination, consequent upon Lowton's 
investigation, sent to Mrs. Clarke in the hand 
writing of Mr. Greenwood* 

[The letter was read.] 
^ You must recollect the occasion which obli^ 



j 



ft 



« 



i& 



u 
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ged me, above seven months ago> to empT<^ 
my Solicitor in a suit with which I was theix 
*^ threatened on your account ; the result of those- 
^ enquines first gave me rea3on to form aa unfa- 
** vorable opinion pf your conduct ; you caanot 
** therefore accuse me of rashly or hastily decid-^ 
ing against you : but jEifter the pnx^s which 
have at last been br^pght forward to me, and 
^ which it is impc^ittle for you to controvert, 1 
owe it to my own character and situation to» 
abide by the resolutloQ. which £ have taken,» 
^ and from which it is impo^ijiile for me to re- 
^ cede. An interview betweeausmustbe apsun* 
^' ful task to both> and can be of no possible ad-^ 
^ vantage to you ; t therefore must decline it., 
« May, 1806.'*^ 

^ .Cop; of a note suppose^ to have been writl^emt 

by the P~ J' 



S( 



C( 



Tbe^ following is a satement made by Coloner 
tt'Mahoa in the ^QUfe of Qommons,, relative to« 
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Mrs. Clarke's conduct subsequent to the sepafsi- 
tion— with Mrs. Clarke^a answer. 

JOHN M'MAHON, Esq. a Member of the 
House, attending at his place, made the fal- 
lowing Statement* 

To my extreme astonishment, I found my 
jaame alluded to by the Lady who has ju9t been 
•examined at the Bar; 1 cannot tell for what pos-* 
aibie purpose she has alluded to me ; I have no- 
thing to offer to this committee, that has the least 
relevance, or can throw the smallest light upon 
any subject whatever, that the Honourable Gen- 
tleman has brought before the consideration of 
this House. In consequence of an anonymous 
note that was written to His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, promising very important com- 
munications, I did, at the command of the Prince, 
^ lightly as he treated the note, nevertheless call at 
No. 14, Bedford-row, Russell-square, where the 
note was dated from. Upon going there, the wo- 
man who opened the door, and from whom I 
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thought I saw much that told me she had put thaPt 
note into the peony-post or the twopenny post 
herself, I asked her the name of the lady of the 
house, that I wanted to see ; she desired me to 
tell my name; I told her I could giVe her no 
name, but produced the note, which liie immedi- 
ately remembered to have put into the twopenny 
post, and isaid it was written by her Mistress* I 
was then conducted into the house, into a parlour^ 
where certainly there were a great many of those 
morocco concerns, which «he has mentioned be- 
fore, for there were ten chairs I think set round 
the table, from the supper or the dinner of the 
day before ; after remaining some time, I was 
conducted up stairs, where I saw the lady, whose 
name i was told to be Farquhar. The lady in 
perfect good humour came out and. received mt; 
and I held the note I was possessed with, as my 
credentials, £or her communicating whatever she 
might think fiit to tell a third person, not pressing 
her to any communication which she ought not to 
give to me* She told me, that she would commu- 
aieate nothing to a third person; I then told her 



• 
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that it was impossible that I conld hold up any 
■expectation of an interview with such a person as 
the one to whom the letter was addressed, unless 
she gave me some clue, or some plausible pre- ^ 
tence for it, and that I had no idle curiosity to 
gratify. She then entered into a conversation of . 
so general and so extraordinaiy a nature, that I 
am confident this House would not for oi^e mo- 
ment entertain it, because the tendency and iiiten** 
tion of it was to malce bad blood between two il- 
iustrious Brothers^ whose affections could never 
be shaken by any such representation, at least I 
am confident that the illustrious person I have 
the pride and glory to serve and love, would be - 
incapable. She then told me she would shew me 
letters to prove and to establish, tlaat there was a 
hatred on one part to the other ; I declined seeing 
any letters ; she then said, I would commit those 
liters to you, for the persusal of the illustrious 
Personage; to which I, as my.bounden duty and 
£rm conviction, said, if they were lying at his feet, 
he W4>uld scorn to look at one of them. In this 
iuterview, at first, I stated that I thought she wai^ 
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« friend of Mrs, Clarke ; she said. Certainly ^e 
knew Mrs. Clarke extremely iotimately^ that 
there was nobody she loved and regarded as she 
did Mrs, Clarke; that she perfectly knew her. 
She then ask^ me if I kndw Mrs. Clarke ; I said 
I do not. ** Do yon kdow her, Sir, by person ?** 
I said, I believed not. ^ Do you know her hy 
character;" Yes, said I, her fame is very cele- 
brated; and I have heard of Mrs. Clarke, but 
kndw nothing of her myself. She asked me then 
what I knew ; I said, it certainly was not to her 
advantage ; but 1 had heard the Duke of York 
bad been very generous to her, and that she had 
not been very grateful on her part ; but that was 
<;>nly from information I had received. She then 
proceeded to state, what I throw myself on the 
consideration of the House, as it might be the ef- 
fect <>f passion, and appeared to me a disposition 
to gratify her revenge by representations that 1 
do not think the House woul<l for a moment per- 
mit me to expose, when it went to a tendency to 
make bad blood between two Brothers . We then 
proceeded. I soon ^fter said, *' I am speaking to 
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Mrs. ClaHce herself:** I thought so, from sererefl 
'things she told me, that I wish aot to repeat; I 
-said, '* I am confident I am addressing myself to 
Mrs. Clarke herself-;*' She latrghed, and said; 
** I am Mrs. Clarke." I then begged her a thou*- 
sand pardons for the portrait I had drawn, bnt 
disclaimed being the painter. ** I am sure yon 
are not, for it was Adam and Greenwood that 
gave you my^ character." We then proceeded, 
till she made a statement, that I have no hesita- 
tion iu declaring to this Committee did, in its 
iStatemeAt, appear such -as I could with honour 
and character entertain and listen to ; that, un- 
der every compassionate feeling and sentiment, I 
felt n^ indisposition to listen to and entertain. 
She stated to me, that Mr. Adam had called upon 
her, and in a very fem, but steady manner, told- 
her, that the Duke of York was determined to 
separate from her ; but that if she retired into 
the country, and condnoted herself with propriety 
and decorum, he wou)d allow her 4O01.. a year;^ 
that she had accordingly so retired into Devonshire 
for several months, but failing to receive 4he re^ 
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mtUoces die expeclnd, sbe had beeA drlv^&.to 
town for tbe purpose of gaioiog her arrears and 
placing her annuity upon a more regular mode 
of payment; that if that condition was complied 
with, by the payment of her arrear» and of secuv 
ring the pn actuality of it to her in future, hia 
Royal Highnefifi should never hear aiiy mon; 
i^HMut her. LtpoD the fiiirne^s of this staten»eBtt 
supposing it to be true, (I do not preiend to say 
what my opinion of it was) I said, if your state* 
i^ei^t, Mrs. Clarke, \i ccorect and orthodox^ I wiU 
•ertainly wait upoin Mr. Adaraa and state it ta 
him, to kn<xw wheve t^ objection lies to the piy* 
9uent of your annuity. That was iv^ tb^ »oath of 
July last. M,ff. Adam had gone, two days i^er I 
saw Mrs. Clarke, into Scotland, and had not re- 
timed when I came back t^ Ifondoi^ in October, 
therefore I never saw him» but ai thi^ pars^fasioa* 
Qj^ JMrs. Ckurke* by a, letter she wrote to me» she 
saying that his Royal Highness wa^/prepaiaed t(a 
h^ajT ivhat I had to sayv as sbe had told it t<^ hmeu 
I bad the hoia^ur of waitmg upon the Duke of 
Yarit^ aad taHiag Ui: Rcgral Hjgjb»^sr exacdy 



ifthnt she heA stated, tiot pretenilittg to tottch fcrtr 
its veracity in any tha'pe wfaaterer. Hi« Ad)^ 
Higbne88*B immediate and prompt answer to me 
was) her condtiet is sO abomliiable> that I ^ill 
bear nothing' at all ahoDt her. Any tMng I ecmld^ 
poBBibly oAr after what I have now said wouhf 
Be supeiftious ; thtfe its the concht^ion, thaf it 
Ae eptlogae of any thing I hate to state; and ai' 
to any question thought proper by the honotinfble' 
g^entfeman, or any cireamstanceft He has cited or 
i«marited upon, I am as igUonoit as a iftan tun 
Dom* 



The ftiUowing k an extract Scorn Mrs. ClaikeV 
ezaoMiiatian, with the notes of Colonel M'Mahp%, 
tfhidt Mi9. Clarke laid before the House agree- 
bly to her promise* 

Do you know Colonel M'Mafaon N^Yes. 

Did you ever write an anonymous letter to his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ?*o-I wrote a 
few lines to bis Bajid Hi&hiies» th# Priuce of 

I 2 
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Wales* stating that a person wished to see him, 
and Colonel M'Mahon called. 

Did you sign your own name, at any name, to 
those few lines which you sent to the Prince of 
Wales? — It was only a few lines without any 
same, and Colonel M'Mabon called in conse- 
quence, and when the serrant opened the door, 
he asked, who kept the house; Mrs. Farquhar^ 
that was my mother. When he came up stairs 
into the drawing room, he said, Mrs. Farquhar, 
how do you do ; what is the business ; I told 
him, that I wished to seethe Prince of Wales, and 
after a few minutes conversation. Colonel M'Ma- 
hon found that I was Mrs. Clarke ; h6 then pro- 
mised tocommunicate the message to the Prince, 
and the next day brought me a very civil message 
from his Royal Highness, stating that he was ex- 
tremely sorry he was obliged to go out of town to 
Brighton, which he did do that morning, that it 
was impossible for him to interfere, that he had a 
very great respect for me, was sorry for the man- 
ner in which I had been treated, and that Colonel 
M'Mahon' might. use his influence with the Duke 
of York to be the bearer of any message that 
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mtgfat be tbe means of making peace ; but that it 
-was a veiy delicate matter for his Royal HighBes» 
to interfere with his brother^ Several notes pas-' 
sed between Colonel M^Mahon and me, and sere* 
ral interviews. He mentioned to me, that he 
had seen his Royal Highness the Dake of York at 
one time, I think in July, that the Diike c^f York 
asked him, if I was not very much exasperated 
against him, and if I did not use very stroi;>g Ian- 
gus^e, and abuse htm* Colonel M^Mahon said, 
quite the contrary. Sir,. I assure you ; Mrs. Clarke 
is very mild towards you^ and she lays the whole 
of the blame on Mr* Adam ; he said, she is very 
right, I will see into her affairs. That was the 
end of the first message, I think the last mes* 
sage that Colonel M*Mahon brought me was, 
that he could not brii^ his Royal Highness to any 
temis^ at all, to any sort of meaning concerning 
the debts, and although I had behaved do very 
handsome towards his Royal Highness, and bad 
exacted nothing but his own promises to be put 
in ezeeutioB^ or even to take the sum that was* 
due to me upon the annuity and pay the trude»^ 
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mem •n4 then I wofild let hU'Bojd Higbiew «ff 
offtbedebUp wthat fexhapi wonMaatiify tlum; 
ibat lie totmAtred it at ncery fair^ and very jha» 
Roarebley and very libend^ or ht mtkiM not kwrm 
been the bearer of Aoie BEUsaages ; mad he mud, 
he esteemed me veiy aaudky from die character i 
boie am<mg my female acqnaintaaeet that be was 
iatimate with, I tnetn womeB^f character, mmd 
ibr the aenrieet 1 had doae to maojf poar jmwBg 
jfisn within his kaioviedge* 



1 w«U brinii; same of hia Botea» at give tfiemta 
Colancl Wantie, ta be veadihei»to»«Mvrow, tm 
eorroborate what I have stated^ 

*^ Monday Morning. 
** Colonel M'Mahon presents his best compli. 
** ments to Mrs. Clarke, and bad only yesterday 
** the pleasure to receive her note of Thursday 
<< last, for although he has returned to town for 
*< the season, as his head-quarter^ he makes two 
** or three days excursions from it as often as he 
«« can, and it was during one of those that Mre« 
<« Clarke*s note arnved, otherwise it should uat 



«« 



have so long remained unansurered. Col. M. 

** will take the first forenoon he possibly can to 

<* wait cm Mrs. Clarke in the Cfdtfrse <rf tTiis 

•« week" 

Addressed: 
" Mrs. Clarke, 
** No. 14, Bedford-Place, Bloomsbury." 



(Private) *♦ Wednesday Maiming.. 

^' I should be most happy to bring about your 
♦5 wishes, and render you any service with the 
" D. of V. but I have not been able to see him 
*' since I had the pleasure of seeing you ; and t 
^' uaderstand he goes to Windsor to-day and 
** stays till Friday, when I will try atl ift ihf 
/' power to seek an audience on your business, 
" but am obliged to go tmt of town myself until 
*• that day. A^ thousftnd Umnks fot tbe loautif 

# 

your seat, ttom which I hate had titi mpt«»siM 
taketi, in retttembranc^tyf your spyightly d^ietfr. 

" Mrs. Parquhar, J. M. 

•^14, Bodferd-Piace, Jluwl*«q\i«e.* 



if 
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We have now arrived at the conclusiou of our 
important task. We have presented our rcadersi 
with a faithful narrative of the life of Mrs* Clarke^ 
from the best authorities we have been able to collect.. 

We have, with the impartial hand of truth, gone 
through that body of evidence which the late im- 
portant enquiry has produced : we have not touched 
lightly on the subject: we have given it pretty 
much at large, for it is that alone which has given 
celebrity to our heroine, and had it never been pro- 
duced, public curiosity would never have called 
upon lis for the production of these memoirs. 

We declared, at the outset of the present work^ 
that we had no intention to pronounce judgement 
upon the question at issue between his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of York and the British public ; nor 
have we done so, — but we feci it a duty incumbent 
upon us to oflfer our candid opinion upon the whole 
raatter,Avhich we here oflfer for our reader^s inspection. 
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We leave, in a great measOrt, to such of our 
Bishops and churchmen, who prefer the interc'sts of 
religion and morality to the mammon of this world,, 
and such we undoubtedly have, to enlarge up<.n the 
^ces of the illustrious personage, now so much the 
object of general conversation, and to point out the* 
baneful influence of pernicious example so exaltcc^ 
upon public morals and public decency^ Th&> ia^ 
0ot our province. A character like hh- Royal 
Highness the Duke of York,, boiiv in l&er Jkgt oT 
luxury, of wealth,, and pro^ton^ suiosoianded ta&m 
his bictk by tEose who* arc to& apC ts> adnaihiker 
any tbin^ ni^r t^n tb^ wholesome diuught oiP goec^ 
€oai)sel> who ajpe too plrenc to flatter and encourage 
those passions, which, they ought to cheeky and, i£ 
possible, tosmotbe?; such a character is becessarilyr 
Burrounded by igany temptatations*. 

We are impressed with a conviction^ tfaat'fidelitjf? 
to the marriage contract is the chief bond that holds^ 
society together. In proportion as this sacred tie is 
trampled upon, we degenerate towards a statfe of 
(idmitive rudeness and barbanQr* But whilst Uttr 
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contend for the inviolability of the conjugal engage- 
ment, we contend a]so that the knot of Hym^n 
should neiperbetied but hy ^e^handsof love. 

Alas ! who can wf ih^t this is the case in the 
pntent genenitioh, who takes but a casual survey of 
public mannefs, Interest is thtt idol to which every 
atf^ctien of the heart is uurriieed. PMren<i, id tlid- 
exercSse of that conlrcil which they necessarily must 
have over the conduct of their children, think laot 
of what is most a^c^eaMe t^ the»r disposiliooa ae 
much as. what they themselves deem mosi eligihle. 

If any are entitled to our pil^yiftthiB respect mofe 
than othersy they must be the sons and SM^t^r» of 
Rcyi^ty. FENThidden to many eot of a eerlai» 
rank, political inlefes#s, or the \^1^ of a belofUil 
parent may often induce them to form a nuptial 
engagement ill which the heart has no share. 
Nature, who will no# sufiW her p6w«r t» lie itt^ 
suited by human authorily, never Ouls, on some- 
oecasioDS, to exeyt her sway, and to awaken tto0» 
Intent sympathies n^Ach He hJdde» in* lh<r seeret 
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foldings of the hearty and connections are Ibi^^ 
which the more rigid oensot mil utigmatiiie M( 
vicious and criminal; but which the charitable 
observer of mankind wouH perhaps call hj ft Holtierj 
name. 

We here do not by any me&ns allude to the^aiv. 
titular case of his Royal: Highness the Duke ot 
York, but we ate using a ge^cieral hrgatit^t itt ^-- 
tenusition of the irregularities of PriAt::^. 

Bt^t here charity mtkst paUii^— 'it is iitipos^ible she 
elm go ft step ferther. If Priitces may be allbw'did 
their n^istfssses, they should n6t b^ permitted to sup* 
port them in a style of spkndot which set^ttes to' 
put religion and morality, at defiance, . and thereby 
sap the teiy fbutidation (^ social otder^ Or at least 
if they be fbund to do so> they, ought nbt td be ^^ 
t^tisti^ with any important^ office ifi the Stiite. 
T%ere i^ nd security fof tHe <i6nduct of a Hian who 
gives unrestrftined indulgeilce td his pasj^ont.^^ 
Gtkning^ or an>tingoVeitiftble' atttidhhl^nt to a wdmftn . 
oC' loose ehftmetery taky hurry th« inoirt viittKinfs aitid « 

16 



MO ? AUTHENTIC HEMOIRS OP 

hpnourable men into excesses, which at one time they 
would have trembled to think of. 

The nation identifies its dxvn dignity with that of 
the Royal Family, by which it is governed, and 
liberally contributes its wealth to support every 
branch thereof in a style of becoming splendor ; but 
this national feeling does not extend itself to con- 
nections not authorised by law. A mistress of a 
Prince ought not to have such an establishment as . 
can only serve to give notoriety to illicit amours, 
and to publish to the world' that an exalted person- 
age, who might naturally be looked up to for good 
example, deserts his home and his wife, and devotes 
his time to the embraces of a harlot. 

• 

With respect to Mrs. Clarke, for a woman of her 
character, she certainly does not appear to us in the 
most unamiable point of view. Her first deviation 
from the path of rectitude had a powerful excuse in 
the profligacy and dissipation of her husband ; her 
children may serve as a plea for her seeking the 
prptectioD of one of our sex, rather than embracia^ 
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some means of subsistence which her acquirements 
mighty perhaps, have commanded^ without such a 
burthen to render her resources inadequate to the 
demands upon her ; but amidst all her vicissitudes 
we find her ever attentive to this charge, and die 
making a proper provision for her children seems to 
have been never absent from her mind. 

Indeed, from any thing that has appeared to the 
contrary, there seems no reason to dojubt that Mrs* 
Clarke, had her husband continued in the path of 
duty and love, had he maintained his resp^tability 
in life, and provided properly for his family, would 
have continued faithful to the nuptial pledge, and 
preferred being the virtuous wife of an honest 
man in middling life, to being the mistress of a 
Prince! 

Notwithstanding what has been said by some^ she 
has not evinced any of that rapaciousneis of disposi* 
tion which generally characterises women in her 
ftituaticm in life. 
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When Mn. Glarkt went to vesidd in Gloticesta--^ 
Placei she declares that she was wholy free from, 
debts aoid einharmssmeiits of afny kind. - It wtti 
after reading some time upon this splendid esta* 
bltshment, which the Duke^s allowance was by no* 
means equal to support,, that her diihcultieft began. 

She says that .his Royal HighnqssV provision o£ 
one thousand pounds per annum was barely suf-<- 
fieieat to pay her serrffnts* wages,, and defray the- 
expence of her liveries*. What she reeeived froBi^ 
her Roya) Proteetor in superaddition to this, was no 
more than 1001. upon two oecask>nsy when she wa4< 
visited with She eilectss of her emba'rrussments ; these 
kA^olveniehts happened several times, and siie w^- 
oflener lelte^^ fvem them by Mr. Dowler than by 
the D'uke. 

« 

Wioti she jt^eetiFed fttm hif^ftoyal Highness, she 
received ii^ trinkets^ which she was obliged l» 
plii^c, in order to meet the expenses i^ was neci^ 
sarily obliged to incur to support her grandettr laid 
gratify the taste of a luxurious Prince.. 
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Uer diamonds were is pawn for WOh with 
Birkettlsy and she released them out of the money 
wki<:h Mr. Dowler gave her for his appointments. 

Mr. Percival has stated, hy authority of the Duke 
of York, that during her residence in Gloucester- 
Place, his Royal Higbneis^ in dilferent ways, ex* 
pended fifteen thousand pounds upon Mrs. Clarke; 

« 

but evcu admitting this statement Ui be correet, how 
ce«ld thi» sum jbe sufficient duringa period of three 
yeass, to soppott an cstabiishmeat^ which Lord 
Folkstone has declared he could not maintain 
imdar 10 fiM^ per aimuffl^ 

For the kst three moBths of her' living with tiie 
DvlDei henever advanced her a single Saxthmg; sh*'. 
wa» Wider thru thmuaad pmmdsi m debt when 'the 
ealaUishmeMt in Gloiicester-Hace broke up; tha 
Dttbeof York, we must add, from the testknony of 
Mrs. Clarke, gave her 500L yih&a. she &»t went t» 
Gloucester-Place, which was laid out in linen and 
otber articles^ and previous to dissolving ijie con- 
nectioB^ he g^ve her the lease of the bouse; but 
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upon the saleof thk, when she had paid 70O1. to Ac 
servants^ and the poorer tradesmen^ and Mr. Hany 
Phillips had deducted 4 or 5001. for his^ commis-' 
tioDy there was no balance comiDg to her* 

Admitting these facts, who can -accuse Mrs* 
Clarke of selfishness or rapacity. 

The grand question now presents itself — ^how did 
Mrs. Clarke support the establishment in Glou-^ 
cester-Place? When asked by the committee of the 
House of Commons how she obtained the mon^ for 
that purpose, she answers, with great nakode^ ^' Some 
of the money has come before the Hous^ and tie 
fmnmer tit which I used, to get k f and- upoit being 
questioned as to how soon she began these pfactices,. 
she replies, ^ I never began it tiU I foh distressied^ 
and the hints I had from his. Royal Highness ; he- 
toid me thai J had altoa^s mare mtered than ^ Qvecit. 
hgdyond that, 1 might me tt^ 

It has been said^ that ^S^eut of every thousand 
individuals in the British nalu>% would. be found o£ 
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Opinion that his Royal Highness the Ihike of York is 
guilty of the charges that have heen brought against 
him by Mr. Wardle. We must own that the resuh 
of those popular meetings, which have hitherto 
taken place on the subject, go very much in confir* 
mation of this assertion. 

When Mr. Wardle introduced the subject of the 
inquiry, much satisfaction was professed by Mr. 
Canning, Mr. Yorke, Mr. Perceval, and various 
members, on each side of the house, and much 
exultation at the anticipated result,~^the complete 
exculpation of the Commander in Chief. Mr* 
Yorke, in particular, expressed his joy " at seeing 
the charges brought forward at last in a ^^ tangible 
shape!' These charges have assumed a '^ tangible 
shape" with a witness ; and what has been proved 
at the bar, is sufficient to turn the joy of these gen- 
tlemen into mourning. 

It has been proved —That Mrs. Clarke, kept a 
most expensive establishment at Gloucester-Plaee ; 
and that she farther had an establishment at Wey- 
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if adjoiHifl^ Ottttaskds Pork, the cotmlry 
deace of tbe Duke, Ifkasbeettprorotd-^ThBt Mn* 
Cterke WBB' m tlie haMt of recciTtng considerable 
mils from penons to indvce iier to procore, by her 
luflaeucey praxtotiofis ift the umiy, stid pTac^ in 
different departments under gOTemmenf : in variotw 
instances her exertions appear to have been attended 
with IQOOBSS. It ^koB been p^med — ^Tbat applications 
WCK nndt to hsf respecting eh«n:h perfeimenb ^ 
tibe cases of Mr. Wea^za^^ Mr. Glasse, «nd D»« 
O'Mearar). Ji 4m been prtrotd on the iHiwillmg but 
ii ni ii yBa chsbfe «vNhence of . T>i. Thyhne^ «ti4 Mr. 
Ktii>ght, thttt applications W9» nuidb >o Mrs. Clttrki^ 
ta expedite, bj "^ her supposed inftuenoe with bid 
Royal Highness,** an exchattg^ for Cd. Kflight; 
that the excAiattge ms almest iBnnediately efi^cted^ 
and tint Mrs. C. received ^90l. for her serviGea^ 
It hu htm proTUMt— That Mrs.C. recervefl a coudde*^ 
rable sura for her "suppose influence* in pmcuring 
A levy for Col. French. That the Duke was ac- 
quainted with some of the particulars respecting this 
business, appears from the evidence of Miss Taylor, 
who notwithstanding the severity with which dxe^ 
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Iras btoi tveated' by Mr* Perceval, lor a supposed 
nistakey which turned ottt to be his own, *^ htit 
eharacter and ckuBw to ,«Fedit,''- Mr. W. Smithy 
witk other members, declared, *^ weieyet ttiwhakeii.*' 
^r^From ^ier evidence it appears, that in a convex 
aa^on at which Ihe witness was preseat,in answer to 
a quesFtion from Mr. C. the Duke replied — *^ I 
•m worried with Col. French's levy; iui how^ Dar- 
Kag does he hehaee ioyauf Mrs. €• answered, Btit 
indiiferently, veiy midling; on whrc^ the Duice 
said — Then Col. French had better take care of 
hwuelfy or I shall cut up him and his levy too** It 
htm been proved on the evidence of Gen, daverhig, 
(who in volunteering his service to impeach the 
veracify of Mrs. Clarke, has most completely dis- 
played his own folly) that he appHed to her to 
obtain leave " to raise a regiment of voluoteens ont 
of the militia, and oflbred her IO6OI. should he 
receive bis appointment." It has been proved in the 
case of Mr. Dowler,— That he paid Mrs. C. lOOOl. 
for her supposed service in procuring him the 
valuable place of commissariat. It has been proved 
from the letters of Mr. Eiderton, and several other 
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persons^ vtho paid Mrs. C. diiTercnt sums of money 
that they considered her as the instrument by which 
their objects were procured. It has been proved^ — 
That Samuel Carter, Mrs. C's footman, who' had 
been used to wait at table, stand behind her carriage, 
and perform a variety of offices in common with 
her other servants, ^as at the age of 19, elevated ta 
an ensigncy, and that he is now an officer on the- 
staff. Carter's letters to Mrs. Clarke, shew m 
grateful language, that he considered himself as- 
indebted to her for his advancement.. 

We have purposely omitted noticing any case the 
truth of which depends merely on the evidence o§ 
Mrs. Clarke. She has, indeed, throughout all hec 
tedious and severe examioatioBS, and crossexami- 
nations, persisted in the declaration- with . which 
^e set out, that ^' the Duke was acquainted widk 
the whole of her transactions respecting the disposal 
of commissions/' On her last examinations she 
confirmed the account she had before given, re^ct-' 
ing her practice of *^ pinning up at the head of het 
bed a list of promotions^ and the Duke of Yoik'^ 



MKS. MAKT ANN CLARKE. 189 

drawing up the curtains, taking down the list/ 
reading it ovar, observing that he would do every 
ORC by degrees, putting it in his pocket book, &c." 
The inconsistencies which have been noticed in Mrs. 
Clarke's conduct, such as having at times described 
herself as a widow, assumed false names, Sec. are 
such as might naturally be expected from a person 
of her manner of life. With respect to the essential 
parts of her evidence, there certainly have not 
appeared greater inaccuracies than in the evidence 
given by some honourable gentlemen, who in the 
course of the inquiry have found it requisite to 
correct some particulars of their statements previously 
given. How far the evidence of Mrs. Clarke, in 
its most important parts, is confirmed by the 
evidence of others whose characters are unim- 
peachable, remains for the judgment of the public. 

On the close of the examination, which would 
alone &\l a large volume, a motion was made by Mr. 
"Wardle for an address to the King, to dismiss die 
Duke from his situation^ of Commander in Chief, 

V 

and Captain General, was solemnly argued for the 
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unprecedented period of six days, during whickf all 
the eloquence and talents of tlie countjry were dis*^ 
plajed. Ute speakers on the side of the peqple 
were, Messis. Wardle, Burdett^ Whitbread^ Wilber-^' 
force, Bankes^ Batharsti Wynne and Smith, -and 
the Lords Folkstone, Milton, Petty, and TempLe % 
and on the side of the Duke, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the Attorney and Soiicitor Genera], tbe 
late and present Secretary of War, the W<]sk Judges 
Burton, Mr. Secretaiy Cannii^, and some othev 
memben or connections of admitustcatioli*- 

Three amendmaits weee moved^ by ^ Chanod* 
lor of the Exchequer, by Mr. Baikkes^ and Mr. 
Bathurst. 

» 

M lengih diexe appeared on m dmifoa km lb* 
Wardle's address, 126 against it. 

For ^ Chancellor of the Bxdieq&ttr's aoi^nl^ 
nent $7^ and against it 196. Fn Mr. Baiihcs^< 
199^ and agasnsi it 29^ 
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But Gjx the iaterval^ between the adjourned d»> 
bate ou Mr. Bathur&t's ameodmeoty the Duke of 
York RESIGNED mS OFFICE, a&d thw w»i 
terjoiiiifLted the struggle. 

If his Royal Highness had remained in. office 
till the full extent of hi& merits had been discussed, 
he might, probably, have undergone a rebuke, 
which would not only have rendered his continuanccr 
in office most indecent, but have drawn the public 
vi^lance £at ever after towards tho^ habit$ wMA kg, 
has given, m> no pledge, or promscy or even hint of tlism. 
mUsiagf habits^ which of course as they are the 
oldest so they mu&t be the dearest habits of hia MSo^ 
aod a& they are the dearest, wUl in all human proba^ 
hilitf last hm all his life* A man of his long ii^ 
dulgences.and his gross want of mind, who„ without. 
aelMignity, without studies^ without the least ele« 
gant resource, loathes th« placid enjoyments of his. 
fiuther^s fire-side, and fliea from prostitute to psosti* 
tttte for what he calls ^ the happiness of life,'' is not 
likely to give up his pleasures ibr wisdom he ctod 
not undor8tan4f ajod virtue he wwt practiiedr U 
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such a maa as JoIiiboii was making vows to get up 
early till he was past seventy and never could ac- 
compli^ them, if the great Addison took to petty 
hahits of diinking on account of a stupid wife who 
disregpirded him, if Peter the Great could never 
conquer his fits of anger, in short, if the greatest 
men, who in their several* tracks have diewn such 
an eager (hirst for g^oiy, could not get rid of the 
little passions that perpetually turned them aside to 
baser streams, what in the nume of reason and ex* 
pericnce is to be said for the Duke of York, except 
that he has none of their wisdom, and therefore as 
far as his folly goes has a better excuse for his vices ? 
We think Mrs. Claike had a very gaod opportunity of 
understanding his Royal Highnesses character, and 
it was not the least memorable of her observations 
on him when she said, that v^ere he compelled to 
live at Oatlands, he would cut his throat What 
there is at Oatlands to render it a cave of despair wo 
know not, or how far a prince who lives with his* 
wife has a reasonable ground of suicide; but this 
we know, that there is an obstinate pride in folly 
which endears its errors to it the more they aie 



pofioted QUt, and that a nuui of weak head, who has 
been quaffing one intoxicating draught till he is 
forty-five will most likely he drunk all his life. That 
his Roy^ Highness has resigned b certainly an ex* 
cellent^thingy since it gives us at once the end for 
which the enquiry was instituted ? but this re8igpia» 
tion, like all his oiker acts> should be shewn in its 
proper Ught, since a true knowledge of the cause 
Villi bo a much greater blessing to the nation than 
any effect diat has been yet produced^ 

. W6 shall conclude our observations on this head 
in the energetic words of Dr. South, which we 
wtsh were en^ved on the heart of evety Prince^ 
imd, in shorty of every man in a public station.—*- 
^' The wkkfdy viciouSy and Kondalous esmnplts of 
fersone in place akd^aaer^ are strong tempt ationi t¥ 
stfi. For amount the prime motives of human 
actionsy next to laws, most reckon examples, and 
som6 place examples above then; fur although 
there may be a greater authority in laws, yet there 
is a greater force, because a greater suitableness, iii 
iples ; and then experience shews, th^t k. not 
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ISO JttuA irhat xomnandv as idiidagrecsy. ivlucli 
guns upon the .aflEbctkxns; «id tlie aiectiae^^ «e 
«U know, are tike ^jrmd ^nngft and .{»iiiie%les of 
sActioD^ ^ that if a .Prinoe, far instance^ .8^^^ ' 
liknidf vpCo lewdness' and luidecianes?^ Aeie k 
no doubt but whoring will soon cotme into lishioD) • 
€ad that he will quickly find more ^y a gt«st laany 
to foUow him inhislustSy :thaa%ojdbcy him mhis ' 
laws I If a prince be ^ breaker of his wosd, 
tiis oatby or his ^lemn promise^ It may pioye 
A shrewd temptation to -ethers to do the like by hm» 
And then he «iiay thank his own example^ if he 
suffe» hy th|B imitation. If a clergyman be noted . 
fov veusuality, covetottsnesy or ambition, he may 
preach his heart out- in behalf of the xontmy > 
virtues,, and all to no purpose $ for still his example' 
will be a ^trongpr tanptation to the ^in,. than his 
doctrine can be^uicnfercei^ent of ^duily.. . 

• 

^ Hie sins vi Prituxs and Pruaits wte ai a, 
spreading, and. a rdgning comlagieD; and thougk 
BatutaUy they are so more thaat thefctsof paftkulait 
INXsoiiSy. yet virtually aad eonseqtten^^- thqr^ ax» 
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^ften die sing of a whole commamty. ' And if so, 
good God I What huge heaps of foul guilt must lie 
at such sinners doors I 



" For every person of notey povfer, and place, 
living in^an open violation of any one of God^s laws, 
holds up a flag of defiance against heaven, and 
calls in all ahout him, to fight under his lewd 
banner against God, and his express commands ; and 
so, (as it were), by a kind of homage and obedience, 
to be as vile and wicked as himself; and when it 
comes to this, then all the villanies, which were 
committed by others in the strength and encourage- 
snent of his devilish example, will be so personally 
charged upon his account, and as a just debt exact- 
ed of him to the utmost farthing V* 

It is-, not io be supposed, however, that the 
resignation of the Commander in Chief can possibly 
;pat 8 stop to the* spirit of patriotism and inquiry 
which fxBS igbne' forth on this occasion* It is not too 
much to say, • that, notwithstimding the present 



inquiiy is dosedi all ejesf to it were> remftin fixed 
upon Mrs* Clarke, Mr* Wardle, and his friends; 
Vihile their enemies have scaicely a single advocate 
all over the kingdom. The outrages committed 
Upon the pnhUck j>arBe &nd upon Ike public feeling 
hove been top daring to he easily forgotten. Mrs. 
Mary Anne CUrkey although she has changed lier 
splendid residaice in Gloncester-Place, for a more 
humble dwelling in Westboume-Place, Chelsea, is 
still regarded as the original occasion of the good 
that has already resulted to the public. Much to 
Mrs. Clarke's credit, she has long supported an 
aged mothers her children, two ghrls and a boyv 
are still livings th^ have also been provided for by 
their mother, whose meiins for continuing this care^ 
villno doubt b^ increased by the additional ecl^ 
>irhich she has acquired* 

polohel War^e, t?ho lias so justly p^urtakeft tf 
the public approbation, as a parliamentary men hail 
been hitherto rather obsctre. He is a native «if 
Cheshire^ and possessed a considerable ibrtuitt» 
During the inSurrectiim in Ifdaind, he served ak 
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Ueiitcimnt<oIoDel in the rej^ment under Sir VTat* 
kin Williams Wynne. In feet, he was only returned 
to Parliament for the Borough of Oakhamptoni 
in 1807* Thus, though a stripling in the war 
•f words, yet, excepting Sir Francis Butdett and 
lu4 few friends, Colonel Wardle has done moire 
towards bringing down the Goliath of Corruption'^' 
&aii all the rest of th&parliamentary phalanx joined 
together. 

He is now, after his labours, enjoying his welt-^ 
tamed feast of applause. The city of Westminster- 
kas toted its thanks to him and the minority which 
supported his motion.. 

*nie first corporatiim in the kingdom have voted' 
fte same gentleman their freedom in a gold box,. 
.Talue 100 guineas, and have accompanied their 
vote with resolutions,, declaring that Col. Wardle 
has proved his charges against the Duke of York, 
and effected his removal ficom the important Bituap> 
lion he lately lield. 

K S 
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We will not press any ftirther so delicate a sub- 
ject ; but indulge a hope that the late encjuiiy^ 
painful as it may have been to the ieeUi^ of our 
beloved Soveieigni and to other illustrious ^idi- 
vidualsy deeply as it must have concerned every 
British hearty may yet produce the moat salutary 
effects for our country. 
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' The following Letters having beeft handed about 
society they have come into our possession^ and vre 
here insert ihem as models of- amatbry epistles for 

• * • 

the sons of rank bxA fiishioft. 

** My Destr Mary Anne* 
^\ I am engaged this eveiili^ toj^iiy at' wkisC With 
Old Snuffy : the moment I can escape from the set I 
Wifi % to tibie^r dnt>races' of itfy'Mo¥^c^4fefling» 



**' My Beavesty^ Dearest, Bear^ 

^ How Cdn I sufficient^ express my loveto jo«r 

, fer yoiur kind note of this morning r expect me by 

. iMoe, i wilt fly sooAer if there is the least possUyi- 

lily of escaping froa^ the beings I am now with* 

***f shall be attended to because my darling wishea 

.it AdieU) a long adieu, for eight long' hours, and 

then for.&e- loved embraces of my dearest dear.. 

9 • • « « • « V^yf 
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MRS. CLARKE'S MEMOIRS. 

9 

So various have been the re|^rtft respecting this 
publication and its suppressiooi that before we tale 
leave of our readers we present them with the Ibl* 
lowing particulars relative to it^. drawn fhMu sburces 
of undoubted authority 

Mn. Clarke caHed on Sir Uchard PhilUpa fi^ 
the purpose of inaking some arrengenient r espec t iflg 
the publication of her Memoirs. Sir Ridiard Phil* 
lips declined to publish the work, for several reosona 
of. a private and political nature; perhaps, not 
choosing to expose himself to public notice, ai ike 
publisher of a work which was likely to create much 
political interest, at teast while the novelty of d^ 
thing lasted. The unqualified,.and, we trust, tinjo^ 
feproaches^ to which Sir Richard liiillips has of late 
been exposed, have doubtless taught him some use* 
ful lessons of caution and reserve. Thou^ Sir 
Richard Phillips declined to become the purchaser 
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«f Mrs. Clarke's MJSt. he poonrised to recommend 
jber to a publisher who would treat her justly and li- 
l>erally. At the isame time. Sir Richard tojd Mrs 
Clarke;, be '^amceivedy if- she could obtaiii the arr 
sears of her aanuity fcom ^ Dttke» and a legBi 
setUement for the payment of it in future^ tog^thct 
jwith the payment of all debts contracted during her 
iate connection vfjiA his^Royal Hishnessi. it would 
mnA better answer her puipose to suppress the pub»^ 
4ication altogether. To this reasonable proposition 
Mis* ClarJie immediai(ely. consented.: JSut a difl^ 
jealty arose as^tathe means of making this known, 
to such per8oi»«ft had it in their power to can^-.the 
. ;pjbia into execution. SirAichard accordingly agreed' 
io open the bujdi^ss^to a cert^ii^ iK>hte Lord, to 
whom l^e made known the {Hojeoted plan of «i> 
.commodfltion. On this |i string of propositi^H^ 
wefiedrawn»up^ aad assented to by. Mrs. Clarke^ 
jmd the threatened MemoiiB of- ftis Lady, .. written v 
.by herself,, was . a few. days ago consigned to the- 
flames at Mr. GiUcfs, the printer, in. Salisbwry^ 
square*. 
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Eighteen thdiwuid copks, with tbe pemad of 
which the cottuby was to have beat iudn^ed^ have 
actnatfy been thns destroyed. Mr* GQlet^ wfa» 
wm to ha?e piiblidMid the work, has been pud 
1500L and Mrs, Clarke has been i&ost asiiply in* 
demnlfied lor its suppresuon, )>y having ten Mov- 
umdfoimdt paid down, besides being secured in at 
aimiiity- of 4001. aryear for betaelf, and SOOL »• 
year for her two dai^tafs; her son is also io be 
provided for \ Besides suppressing these ^ Memoirs/^ 
Mn.Ckrke has ^ven npjfmff^ Prwaie Leiienf 
co&taining, it is said, anecdotes of ^ iUosMons^ and 
Aoble perBonages,. .of the most ctirions and even 
mtonuhmg description. Sb, a£te» all ^e talk about 
lhe)mnfy kA the age we live in, it is thought necesK 
saiy to buy up at an immense tost these procft of 
the corruption and profligacy of the higher ordarof 
society ! What do you say, Mr. Peroival, tothis^or 
you, Mu A^am, who to ^0 yea» have be^n the 
confidential adviser of the kte *^ illustrious'' Com- 
mander in Chiefs like the cant of Jacobinism, tbe 
cant of ^^ purity'' will no longer serve to shield h]^ 
pocrisy or shelter knavery.. Mrs. Clarke has now 
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dion^ lo support herself and family; if she is not 
"wholly lost to decency and decorum, she will retire 
intoprivacy % and reflectkig upon the ScXfyf the vice^ 
imd the misery of her past life, endearour to atone 
for it hy setting her children the example of a ie« 
formed condvct^ suoh as can alone proinise ei&er to 
them or herself security and peace. Mrs. Clarke 
undoubtedly possesses a considerable portion of good 
sense; let her now use it in. the proper way, let her 
learn to respect herself and society^, and the pubKc, 
benefited as they must be by the matters brought 
. to light &rou£^ her means, will think, of her in fu« 
ture with feelings of compassion, if not of respect 
But if, unmindful of the past and re|;ardle$s oC the 
future, she still proceeds in her gay career of 
splendid guilt, she will sink into a vile old age^ 
loaded with contempt, ai|d despised even by those 
who think ^ the.honoor of a Prince* a sufEcient go* 
ter for impudence and Yice*. 



SM 



TREDERICE THE GREAT 
FAIR MARY ANNE. 

AV HX8T0EICRL BAtLAD. 



A cIii^taiQ of rluik to a Cypmn of iameyl 
' His addresses most fervently paid, 
Tho^ the altar of Hymen had sanction*d a clain^ 
And his breast had once glowed with a legalised flame^ 
So sacred, so solemn, that no other dame 
Bis oflfectioas should ever l&ave staid:.. 

Thcf ihe hero was great, 'he waslockless in arms, 
" And ofi^from^e enemy ran. 
By shaking the dice-box he tat lost his &nn%. 
And tho' in one * Venus he met with alarms. 
For him there were others had numberless charms^ 
And the Bishop was sunk in the man» 

• The bMiky die WW caOsd TcnaslqrtbtaDciails. 
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In vain did the D— clh*8s her gnices display. 

In vain the F— d M— «h—- 1 entreat. 
Neither H^rspe G-d-s, nor O-ds, nor yet levee day. 
Nor reviews, nor ridottos, nor races, nor play, 
Fix'd his mind, when intent on an object away, 

Whom he ardently nam'd as his sweet. 

By his sovereign the* raised to disdnguishM command 

Unlike young Telemachus' sire, 
VoloptiiouB Pleasure he took by the hand. 
And transform^ by the touch of a Circean wand. 
He reveird, and grovell'd, and leagu'd with a bandf 

Who had walloVd in infiuny s mire. 

Surrounded by Syrens, he never would hear 

The people's admonbhing voic^, 
To remonstrance he gave but the wax-deafen'd ear^ 
He heeded not counsel, no Mentor was near. 
And of Jacobin nieasures he sure had no fear^ 

When a Jacobin* Club was his choice^ 

•« 

• SeeBIr. WhUbread*s speeck. 
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Integrity spnm'd, and merit disownM^ 

No captains were foTind on his list, 
Who, tho' long in the service, id ornery, ffoaxi^dy, 
And their direfal misforlones in secret benipan'd^ - 

Inferiors to those who were proudly enthron^^ 
^ On the bed-post which F-d-k kist.^ 

The i^onjttgal tie of affection beside. 

In his lettei^i to fm Mairy Atxad, 
He avows to be slficky and: he. ne'i^r v^l divide . 
VHiat he feds for bis d^ifr liHh i^rbigy witk btid^' 
And tho^<cw^'d be bii( s^ays) to ai jwife h^is t/dy 

He will y^t be as loete as he €«b« 

Parental respeti than a feather or striw. 

It is plain that he valued no more. 
When he broke th^rd^ that bond which aU othen will 

awe, 
Acknowled^d a sacred inviolate law. 
I Bat with which he diverted the high-«eason^d maiT^ 

Of a ra/ning and scandalous w-^ — 

«SeeMri. Cluke^s evidence. 

t Fer which see the title of c^saoff/'' given to a certain 
personagea 
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The patriot Virtues' invincible batid 
Thro' disgust and disin9.y bad now fled» 

Disquiet and terror now stalk'd o'er the land^ . 

And tho^ popular clamour had lighted .the brandy 

^o BritcHi was found to uplift itinhand. 
And all was but inurmur and drdad, . 

At length a bold Cambrian fearlessly came, 

A warrior too as we're told, 
liVho pok'd from the embers of Jealousy's flame. 
Such records as fully establish his fame, 
Both reckless of terror, and eke not so tame 

As to barter his jgWiy for gold*' 

The national council's assembl'd in doubt. 

Of the truths which this champion displays^ 
Some worms crept in^ and some others^ crept <nii^ 
And they sport on his folly .and rashness about^ 
While poor Clarke in her evidence all of them flpat. 
Yet she ^ves it correct at her ease* 

• ]Klr. Skd-n t9 wit. 
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Now the miiuste/s muster the l^lind and the kalt^ 

Prepai^d to withstand die attack ; 
But they're told by a patridt factor of malt, 
la speeches full fraught with Hie true attbc salt. 
That his country with justice would hold him in &«!% 

If he dmdg'd as a treasury haek. 



Sir Francis, the terror of "knaYes and of fool^. 

It found a true knight in the lists,.; 
Untutored in any but liberty^s school; 
He knows of no axioms, he knows of no rules, 
Such as those which dellYei'd by government tools». 

Would enTehqp the case m d&eir mists. 



St. Stephen^ attraets now the eyes ' of the land, 
A And it's roofs with long speeches rebound. 
When behold t^ grave Abbot product in his hand^ 
A Duke^s royal honour by P — ^1 planned, 
But Whitbread opposM, and it now only fani^' 
The flame which was playing around.. 



AiBongist other grave lawyeri who handTd the cas^i 

A hoars€-<minnf^ raven is founds 
lEIe wants but thbe e parsok a f the mlntitcs to grac^ 
If the ^tness wich ^parmma could possibly trace^ 
"What 9i judge he will be when he sitv in his p&c^i 

Upon distant American ground* 

IStiflf prejudice great onc^s m^y humble so low. 

As to give them a place in my rhyme J, 
T6r we're told that the K— g has aversions to O 
Jb strong ^ if ask'd to salute the Pope's toe, 
Ceremcmjal which ev'ry true Briton must knoW|^ 

. Is a vile and a lieatheni^ crime* 

• Tk said fUt gCBtkmaii cnMOBed tovomc pmpoMi at k««t 
tbcraisfoiiiethiDgoiiuiioiitiii hisMstiBig in the larfcttl** 
i|alw)giofCBiiada» 

t * Stil* harpisg on wy da'Ofhttr.'^ %xmuti% • 

^ Vide Dr^ O'Mcrtpm. 
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lit not rubicund F41-r^ boweVr, be {c/rgpt^ 

The' by some he is called a black dog^ - 
And othersy again, have yclep'd htm a sot, 
(With two bottles of port hell perform what no^ 
Besides, he professes to tame those who trot 

In barren Hibernian bog. • 

In vain would (he minstrel attempt <m the lyr^ 

The pnoses of those who opposed. 
Fit subjects alone to awaken the fire. 
Which dwelt in the numbers of poetr/s wet. 
With their object attained, they have aU they desire^' 

In beholding corruption depos'd. 

The wudi of the people At length is obtain'di 

For an honest minority stood, - a 

Over whom tho' the Ministry 'vantage had ffiofd ; ^ 

Teithe'Duke was 'tc^ ^s^. i^Pl M> i^^PW th^ere re^ 
main'd 

The reserve of the country, who always maintdn'd 
Their liberties bought with their blood. 

• Stc his ftisoQS speech on thit oecflteioB. 
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Tis said» wbw at senncvi lie ever attendsi 

And the priest bb morality speaki, 
He^s observed as if Mtting onsharp needle ends ; 
He's both trouble^ liimself/ and h^ tabbies his 

friendsy 
So much the immaculate word«ver tends 

To suffuse the red glow on his cheeks* 

if tradition be true, ire are told that be goes. 

To attend at the Jewish Passover, 
And hopes tbat^orae Messtah^t yet under sose^ 
Will Tedeem him from trouble, and end all hi? 

woes; 
Then restored to t^ommand, he: will punish his 

foes, 

And again be a prodigal iover^ 

•>' " ■ 

• - • s 

t IMHi|ltHBloeiimteiiaMSirBt;?icl> 



The red-coated knaves who attempted to bark^ 
*Froni the amiy he swears he will drum 'em. 

And the profits of Osn- «^g^ g^ven to Clarke^ 

Alt no inconveoiencet he swears by the ark; 

fThc benevolent Jew will supply ev*ry.mark. 
And invest him with Urim aad Thummam» • 

« 

• Wby wu not Gcnetal FergailOQ employed in the late 
t^peditiottx u he had terred with luch credit on the Moae 
gronndbefwc? . 

t Mr.jGoMsmid : to whom I heg lem to say, in the U»- 
guage of the Revchitious :<«-^ I have a few thiifa agsimt 
thecy because then luat there them who hold the dpctrine of 
Aakam 5 who taught BahJc to cast a stombliBg Uodc hefivo 
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed uaio Idols, and 
to^oramit fenncation.'*' I4lhv.c.ii Revel. 
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mummer, iViliter, Seetfatng-Lane. 



